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TO THE WORSHIP- 
full his worthy good friend, JohN 
© BAKER Eſq. at Mayfield in Seſſex, 85 
Grace and Peace. 


Ir, to erre in ſpeculative Doctrines, 
Ray chiefly wherethe ſoveraigntie and 
ſufficiency of the Scripture is main- 
tained (as it is with us) is not ſo 


a 2 in matters practicall: Errors indo- 
ctrine are more dangerous, but corruptions in practice 
are more often, by reaſon that our practice flowes 
immediatly from more various and weake principles 
in us, than our ſpeculations doe. Hence we ſee that in 
matters divine amongſt us, where the Scriptures are 
in force and have their due place, there are few errors 
inthe doctrine, many faults in the practice. For an in- 
ſtance wee need goe no further than the Sacrament . 
of the Supper: the doctrine whereof, is, by thebleſ- 
ſing of God, out of queſtion for the Orthodoxie of 
it in our Church. But ww Satan cannot taint LU 
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frequent nor fo eaſie, as to miſtale 


. — — 
be Epiſtle Dedicatory,. | 
Doctrine, there hee will corrupt the Practice all hee 
41 Cor. 11. can: ſo we ſinde that in 8. Paws time the Practice 
2. of this Sacrament was rather -growne faultie, than 
the Doctrine; atype of our dayes, wherein weſce 
the people growne careleſſe, remiſſe, and prophane 
»:Cor:11.25, forthe practice in the receiving of this Sacrament, 
Po verie few prepare themſelves in aꝰ diſceming 
manner. In matters morall and divine (contrarie to 
what we ſee inthings naturall) weleape from one 
extreameto another ſine medio, from ſuperſtition to 
an gen in prophaneneſſe, from baꝗto worſe. e Papiſts and wee 
| agree that this Sacrament is not to bee givento chil- 
d Aug de me- dren, who cannot examine themſelyes : à we all ſay, 
—_— that to this Sacrament there is required a perfonall 
440i. and a præviall diſpoſition in the receiver, an opme #- 
2 perantis, and yet wee finde our people come to the 
Amb.1 3 Scr. Lords Table, though not children in yeares, yet inun- 
c'» follewedby der{tanding, Nay do we not heare the very beſt com- 
Ching. plaine much this way? their griefe is, that this Sacra- 
mia Chry. præ 3 | 
lect Chron. ment doch them little good and Were one cam - 
bud galt Plaines of his unprofitable hearing the Word, ma- 
Rl. ny bemoane their uncomfortable receiving of this 
Sacrament. What may bee thouglx the cauſe ? are 
they not both the verie ordinances of God? Yes, I 
Ex.. know that Sacraments have a certaine * voyce, and 
8 that they are a kinde of viſible words ; yet there is 
— ** no: that vv vox in the Sacrament adminiſtred, as 
s Latens. is inthe Word preached. Now) this 8 force which 
ee bid. js in tlie libely voyce of the Preacher, doth helpe 
much to qualifie the Hearer. Let this then goe for 
a truth, that amongſt ſome other reaſons of this dif- 
ference, one maine cauſe hy wee ſay and feele that 
1 
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the 
N nd in our 
dead and unſavourie times very needfull: which I 
now dedicate to you (to ſay nothing of mine one 
reſpects) for reaſons taken from the deceaſed Au- 
thor. Were he alive, and ſay hee would print this 
booke, you are the man whoſe name it ſhould beare ; 
you ſupported the vine that bore-this, and many o- 
ther excellent grapes: his ſtudles had ſhrunke and 
withered, even then when they were about to knit, 
had it not beene for you and your exhibitions. To 
tell you whatgreat — you beſtowed on him, I 
need not: to tell the world in print, is a thing you 
deſire not; onely I would men of quality would ſtay 
their hands from their exceſſes upo1unprofitable | 
creatures, and learne of you to ſhew their bounty, in 
watering ſuch plants as this was; and then thy 
neede not repent of their exceſſes, bur rather re- 
joyce with you for their expences: And I could 
wiſh, that every Gentleman of ranke, could fay, as 
yoncan, that in his time hee hath raiſed up an able 
Schollar, a learned Divine, a well ſtudied Artiſt, a 
Skilfull Linguiſt, and, which is the ſoule of all. a ve- 
rie godly Miniſter. Had hee lived, you had enjoyed 
A. 3 him, 


as Ra 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
him, and he you; but hee is gone to enjoy the Lord, 
and in reading of this his booke, you may in ſone 
ſortenjoy him. And ſuch as read this and the reſt of 
his labours, if they profit not by them, let them 
blame themſel ves: it they doe ( as I am certaine ma- 
ny doe) nextunto the Lord, let them thanke you, 
and bleſſe God for him and you, to whom I 

commit both'you and yours, | 

remaine 


Yours in the Lord Chriſt, 


R1icHarpd C472 


To the Readers 


Ourteous Reader, if any other 
rint this book according to any 
notes, I thought good to give 
thee notice, that this is according 
tothe Originall, under the Authors owne 
J hand; left unto me, when hedeparted this 
world : and therefore take this as the onely, 
true, and genuine Copy. And ſo farewell, 
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bleſſed above the elder:which I ſpake not to make divifis 
among brethren,and ſet at oddes theſe two patts of Reli- 
gionbya quarrelſome compariſon; buc that I may have 
leave at this time to do as Iaceß ſometimedid, when .. 
naſſeb and Epbraim were preſented unto him by Toſeph : 
namely to crofle my hands of purpoſe; and, contrary tomy 
uſuall courſe, lay my right hand on the head of the yonger 
my left hand on the head ofthe elder brother: I mean, that 
whereas in the handling the nature of the holy Saerament 
of the Lords Supper, a rwofold confideration offers it 
ſelfe : the one concerning knowledg,in the explication of 
the nature of the myſteries contained therein; the other 
concerning our religious practice in thecelebration there- 
of. You will not be diſpleaſed if I firſt begin with practice 
inſiſting vpon ſuch holy dueties as concerne us in going a- 
bout this bufinefſe ;laying aſide, for a while, ſuch contem- 
plat ions about the nature of this Sacrament, as ſerves onl 
to informe our knowledge. I have made choice of this 
courſe,as that which is 1.mere neceflary for this Audito- 
ry, a. meſt neceſſary for this ſubiect, the Sacrament, her · 
of we are to ſpeake · I may in charity hope, that there is 
none among us ſo rudely and ignorantly bred up under 
ſuch governort, as Countrey or Vniverſity hath afforded, 
but that he is furniſhed with ſacha competency of know - 
ledg, as to give a reaſonable account of his faith, touchi 
the doctrine of the Sacraments: Let if there be any w 
ignorance in this behalſe may make them bluſh, to ſuch [ 
wiſh an increaſe of godly careſulneſſe in their governours 
that they will provide for the advancement of Religion, 
as well as Learning, in thoſe that are under themzand alſo a 
more conſcionable induſtry in themſelves, to hearłken un- 
to inſtruction, and te make uſe of all ſuck means as they 
fhall be directed unto, for the attainment of knowiedg in 
this and other points oſ true Religion. For the Sactament 
it ſelfe, wee ſhall nat erre in following that rule, which 
holds true in all Diyinity, that, Wee ſhall the detterknow 
the nature of ſecret myſteries, by firſt making conſcience 
| to 
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"for receiwing the Sacrament. 


to practice our knowne duety. And therefore this Sacra» 
ment being inſtituted inthe Church for the continuall ex- 
erciſe of many hegucaly graces of theSaints,much rather, i 
than fer the employ ment of their wits in long diſputes & 
carious ſpeculations abour the nature of this holy ordi- 
nance ; it will bee, I hope, not unſit, firſt toat quaint yon, 
how this Sacrament ſerues for the increaſe of grace in the 
hearts of the godly, and hereaſter, as God ſhal give ability 
and opportunity, to unfold the truth in ſuch controverted 
doubts, as have beene raiſed touching this Sacrament, ra- 
ther by the darkneſſe & ſuperſtition of mens braines, than 
from any true difficulty that can be found in the inſtituti. 
on it ſelfe. I come thertore in the firſt place, to put you in 
minde of that which concernes our Chriſtian practice a- 
bout this Sacrament, where our duety is twofold : 

I, A frequent celebration of this Sacrament. 4 

2. Aright remembrance of Chris death, ſet forth un- 
to us therein. | 

Both theſe duetics are compriſed and commended to us 
in thoſe words ofthe inſtitutien,in 1. Cer.1 1. 

Againe,Yerſe 24. This dee he in remembrance of mee. Aud, 

Perſe 23. This des as oft as pte drinks it in remembrance. of 
dice. 

Verſe 26. For as often as ye ſpall eate this bread and drinks 
op the Lords death till be come. 
| Theſe words dee plaincly containe thoſe two ſacemen- 
tioned dueties, concerniungche time when this Sacrament 
is to be celebrated, and that is,ofrex;and touching the ma- 20 
ner ot end gf its celebration, which is, a perpetuall temem- 4 
brance of tie death of Chriſt. 1 2d 22 
For the firſt, that its a neceflary duty which lies upon 


every ontʒ oſten to frequent this Sacrament ; it were agly 
to be wiſhed, that our practice were as * 
eur conſciences are generally convicted ot the K. 
Yet if any man liſt to doubt, theſe reaſons may 


him that will not be ohſtinaer. 
A. mn 
U. 15 2 


. & 1 0 5 1 
% 


Chriſtian diredtions - 


a . ee drinks it.) dont here implies a 7924s as often as yee 
's Yo _— Den cles doe it oſten; not once in our age, as Bap- 
pf . tiſme, neuer tobe reapeated;nor once a ycere and no more 
I” . asthePaſſeaver:but many times in our age, many times in 
a yeere,accordingas the Saints in the Primitive Church 
\ underſtood the meaning ot theſe words, aud not as ſome in 
, theſe times, when Sophiſtry hath wrangled out Diuinity, 
, woald ſeeme to cavill ; that becauſe the wards runne(Doe 
\ bt 45 oft ag yes cate this bread, and drinks thus cup) therefore it . 

is at their diſcretion to doe it as ſeldome as they pleaſe, 
2. Their one neceſſity may perſwade them, it they 
ean be ſenſible of their ſpirituall weakneſſe and wants. Let 
them looke inward, and ſee how great need they have of 
many and often confirmations of their Faith,renovations 
of their Repentance, of ſtirring up the graces of God in 
the ſoule, to adde an edge and eagerneſſe unto all ſpirituall 
affections after holineſſe, to get unto themſelves the moſt 
powerfull provocations unto obedience. Every one that 
hath grace knowes how frequently the power thereofis 
impaired by temptations,weakned by worldly diſtracti- 
ons even ofour lawfull impioyments, and over-maſtered, 
by the force of finnetull luſts: ſo that they muſt needs diſ- 
cover a great deale of ignorance in their ſpirituall eſtate, 
that feele not in their loules a ptoneneſſe to affamiſhment, 
as well as in their bodies; at leaſt they bewray intolerable 
care leſaoſſe. that fiading the emptineſſe and leaneneſſe of 
their ſoules, yet _— to repaire ofica unto his holy Ta» 
*;Sam.z0,12 ble here on is ſet forth the Bread of life, whereof when 
: they have eaten, their * ſpirit may come againe, their 
hearts may be ſtrengthaed, their ſoules may Me xepleni- 

ſhed as with marrow and fatneſſe. UB 

— — Wherefore give mee leavetoperiwade yon to the pra» 
ice of ſo needfall a duety, and withall to tell you of chat 
fault, whereof this age is extreamly guilty. Avery ſhame 
it is to compare the ſlackneſſe of our dayes with the for- 
wardaeſſe of thoſe primitive times of the Church, in the 
ener 
mim urea 
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for receiuing the Sacrament; 


¶fiſty times a yeere,to once, twice, thrice, or for the grea · 
. teſt part to foure times in che yeere. It is true, thatas in 
ocher, ſo in this divine inſtitution, Satan hath done much 
by his malitious policy, to corrupt mens hearts in the ob- 
\ {irvationot it: W ken the Sacrament was adminiſtred of. 

ten, hee brought it into contempt by the commonneſit of 


* , rance, it is abuſed and neglected as unneceflary. I may 
not preſcribe how often the celebration therot is fit tobe 
. uſed:our Church hath partly left ic tothe diſcretion of her 
. Miniſters, partly injoyned the ſolemnization therof at the 
, lealt * three times a yeere. Shee hath ſeene the uatoward- 
» linefle of her children, who muſt be compelled by Law to 
ſtand unfurniſhed of gueſts. 
» —— that men ſhould neede a Law to bring 
them tec 


„ 


0 Sacrament-One would thinke that mens con- 
. ſciences ſhould herein be a Law unto themſelves, and that 
there were no to have a Statute for hungry men 
to eate, or for ſicke folke to take phyſicke. But here is che 
« intolerable inſidelity and irreligion of our times ; did not 
+ feare of Law and ſbame of the world prevaile more with 
many, ehan any benefit which they pereeiue is to be gott 
by frequenti — 1 how come bard 
- dome, 10 | oven never t they have no apperice to this 
+ ſpiritnalbread;rheir raſto cannor relliſh this food; 
and thence the Table of the Lord is in their 
eyes, and their very ſoule loatheth this bread of heaven. 
I confefſe —— ive pe (| boy 
put men on u diligent practice of all r du · 
ties : and ſo — in the PrienielvE'Cdutech, that the bit · 
terneſſe ofafflictions gave aſweeter reliſh to religion.Ne- 
verthelefle they muſt needes be ill nurtured, that will doe 
nothing without beating and very ſtrunge it in chst uren 


* 
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ſhould conſtantly wait n the fer: f 'God, when 


Tiniftred almoſt euery Lordsday;now we are allen from 


it; no that it isadminiſtred ſeldome, thorough igno” © 


come inunto this fcaſt,or elſe the Lords Table is likely to 


ev * 
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neglect it, when honour, peace and liberty invite them to 


it. And what, my brethren, had the bloud of Chriſt a fre- . 


ſher taſte in theſe firſt ages after it was newly ſhed? had 
his ſacri ficed body a more fragrant ſmell inviting the 
Saints like birds of prey, to flye from far with maracllous 
ſwiſtneſſe, unto this dead but yet all · quickning carkaſſe 
Hath it now, through tract of time, loſt that ſwetneſſe 
wher wich hertofore it cheared both Ged and Man? No; 
tis we have loſt our ſenſes, out faith, our zeale, our love. 
Chriſts bloud, like the Manna in the Ark, putxiſies not but 
endureth for ever, to feed us alſo in theſe laſt ages of the 
world untoeverlaſting life. That fountain which was ope- 
ned in his ſide, runs yet afreſh, & hath an everlaſting ver- 
tue to cleanſe us from the leproſie of ſinne, and to coole 
the heate of a weary ſoule, inflamed with fin and the fire 
of Gods wrath: oaly if we can be ſenſible of our thirſt,and 
that our hearts can pant after theſe waterbreoks,running 
amaine unto them for refreſhing, when wee are furiouſl 
chaſed by our iniquities following us at theheeles, W her- 
fore, my beloved brethren, let us be admoniſhed hencefor- 
ward to make conſcience of frequenting the Lords Table 
ſo often as by fit opportunity wee may enjoy the beneſit 
therof,leſt our lazie ſloathfulneſſe be at laſt puniſhed for a 
_—_ contempt of the precious bloud of eur Lord Ieſus 
riſt. 
This be poken of the ſirſt duety in comming te the Sa- 
crament;the next followes touching that which isto bee 
done about the celebration of it. Now this is in general, A 
ſoleme commemoration of the death of Chriſt,exprefled 
in thoſe words (Des this in remembrance of me and in thoſe 
(Tes ſbem forth the Lords death till be come.) Which words 
doe ſummarily declare what was the end and intent of 
Chriſt in inſtituting this Sacrament, and what is the duty 
which he requires of cuery Chriſtian in the ſolemniaing 
thereof;namely, That therin we ſhould make a perpetuall 
commemoration of his death and pafſien unto che end of 
the world, till hee come againe cojndgement, Now this 
remem- 
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to be taken ina dauble ſenſe. | 
1. In oppoſition to the outward Elements and Ceres 
moniĩes in this Sacrament» > + | 


— 2, 'Tarelatients.thoſeſpiritua graces of thefaule, 


which ate to bee exerciſed in this commemoration. 

In the former muſt be ſhewed upon at our hearts & 
thoughts mult be fixed in the holy Sacrament:namely, not 
on the Elements and tons of the Sacrament 1 but on 
Chriſt and his benefits: all th deſites af our toules muſt be 
towards him, and to the remembrance of his Name. 

In the latter it willappeare, how, & in what mancr od 
ſoules muſt be fixed on Chriſt; namely, not ina bare hi ſto- 


and gracious feeling of the vertue of his death, working 
life and holineſſe in our ſoules. 
oc cheſe two points in order; and of the firſt briefly, 
which jsthis, That our thoug 
outwardelemegts.andactions of the Sacrament, but from 
them to bee raifed up to the meditation of Chriſts ſuffe- 
rings, and the benefits we obtaine thereby. 

Dot this in remembrauce of mee, faith Chriſt, 5.e. of my 
death, and your redemption by it: not, Do this for icown 
ſake, looking as farther than what is viſible to your cies 
in the outward ſolenmity . Never was any Ceremony, le- 
gall & Euangelicall, appointed forirs own worth, as if ci- 
ther God were pleaſed. ot mana (oe edificd in Fun by 
ſuch caxnall obſervations, For God is a Spirit and will a- 
wayes be wor ſhipped in ſpirit | 
is a Spirit of a pure and immortal ſubftance, which cannot 
bee nouriſhd and maintained in lite and ſtrength by any 


rtionable to its one celeſtiall and ſpiritual quality. 

| Now the alone is the — —ę— 
rie and ſtore: houſe ty herof is the perſon of our ever · blei- 
ſed Mediator le ſus Chriſt, into whom the ancient church 
was directed in all Leviticall obſeryations , to E 
[2 ; theſe 


* remembranceofthedeach of Chritt in the Sacrament, is 


ricall remembrance of his ſufferings, but in 2 powerfull q 


hts are not to dwel upon the 


and truth and mans ſoule 


out ward fading thing ar action but only by that which is 
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cheſe Evangelicall Sacraments doe ſtill direct us. 
Wherefore you are againe tobe admoniſhed, thoſe e- 
ſpecially of the younger ſort, That they do attentively eb. 
ſerve what that thing is, whereaboats all their meditati- 
ons are to be employed in this ſacred buſineſſe. Remem- 
ber that / here Chriſt crucified is all in al. in every element, 
in ev ery action. When thou ſeeſt the Bread and Wine fe. 
parated by conſecration untothis holy uſe, thinke on 
Chriſt ordained and fore-appointed by the Father from 
everlaſting ,unro the accompliſhmentof our redemption 
by his blond- ſhedding. When thou ſeeſt tho Bread broken 
and the Wine powred forth, thinke on Chriſt torne and 
rent in his precious body with ſtripes and wounds, pained 
even to the death in his moſt holy ſoule, full ofthe wrath 
of God & indignation of the Almighty,by whom he was 
ſmitten for thy finnes, and plagned for thy tranſgreſſione. 
When the Miniſter offers to thee the bread & wine, think 
on Chriſt given unte thee of God freely, and giving him- 
ſelfe unto thee if thou wilt receive him. When thou recei- 
veſt and eateſt theſe elements,think on Chriſt that living 
Bread, that gives life unto thy ſoule, and by his merits pre 
ſerves it from eternall death. Knit thy heart unte him by 
the band of an holy faith, throw thy felfe into his armes 
ſtretched out on the Croſſe to embrace thee; waſh thy 
foule in his bleud , that thou maiſt bee cleane ; hide rhy 


ſelfe in the holes and clefts of this rocke,from the ſtormy 
tempeſt of Gods wrath, ther i» ox ao conch thee ; put 


thine hands and thy fingers in his ſide, and the print ofthe 
nailes,and cry out with thut bleſſed Apoltle in the higheſt 
degree of all poſſible reieycing, My Lon p, Any My 
Gov. This is the life of this holy Sacrament, whithout 
which ſpirituall applications, all is but a dead and empty 
Ceremony. Wherfore miſerable ĩs their error, who out of 
ignorance or a wrong opini their ſenſes & amuſe 
2 thoughts, only upon the things which in this Sacra- 
ment are preſented unto their bodily eyes, never looking 
up unto the graces and merits of Chriſt, ante whom _ 
t 
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for receiving the Sacrament. 
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theſe outward Ceremonies do point. Two ſorts there are 
guilty of this offence: . P apiſts, ho, in this and the whole 
frame of their religion, love to glory inthe fleſh, and 
doate upon carnall out ward ceremonionſnefſe; reſt too 
much in the eps operatum, the worke done, without all 
power and life of holineſſ in the doer. 2. The ſeco d fort 
are ignorant Prote ſtants, of whem there be thouſands that 
underſtand nothing at all of the end and uſe of theſe my- 
ſeries, It is pittifull to behold the demeanour of the ordi- 
nary ſort of people ac the Sacrament : they come thither 
they know not wherefore, and they doe there they know 
not what ; they cannot tell how to looke, which way to 
turn themſelves about any holy meditations: many times 
their minds are like a clocke that's over - wound above his 
ordinary pitch, and fo ſtands ſtillʒtheir thoughts are ama- 
zd at the height of theſe myſteries, and for the time they 
are like a Hocke, thinking nothing at all: or elſe their 
thoughts fall flat on the earth tobaſe and bodily things, 
yea ſome in that wonderful ſimplicity, as to imagine they 
come thither for a draaght of ſweet wine, and a morſell of 
finer bread: or at beſt they raiſe their thoughts no higher 
than the Communion Table, thinking that if they — 
receiued the out ward elements.in a reverent manner, be- 
haved themſelves decently during that action, forborne 
their worldly buſineſſe before and after, tempered their 
rongues from all uncivill ſpeech, and demeaned them- 
ſelves mannerly for that day, then that they have done 2 
right acceptable peece of ſervice to God. This ſtupidit 
of many, whether popiſh er clowniſh,cannot but be muc 
commiſerated by Ike unte whom ĩt is given to know 
any thing concerning the myſteries of the Kingdome of 
God. To conclude this point, let vs remember that admo- 
nition the Church giveth us in this bnſineſſe, calling en us 


with a Sarſuns corda, Lift up your hearts, and let's anſw er- 


in doing as wel as ſay ing, We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Yea,be wed alwaics mindfull of that gener all rule which 

Chriſt gives his Diſciples, hu they, together w_ — 
im 


.- 


To 


— — — — — — 


Chriſtian direction 


ſimple Capernaites, hearing Chriſt call bimſcltc Lin 
Bread] and [his fleſs Meat indeed ] and [ bis Blood Drinke 
indeede | were much offended at it, as an abſurd impoſſibi- 
litie; Chriſt tels them they miſtooke his meaning, [7 
31 the. Spirit, faith hee, that guickyerh, the fieſs profiteth no. 
bing : the words that I (peakg unto you they ars Spirit and they 
are Life." lob. 6. 63. 

Thus you {ce whom we muſt remember, in, and by this 
Sacrament, viz, Chriſt, and him crucified : Inthe next 
place we arc to conſider, ia what manner this commemo- 
ration is to bee made, [Doe this in remembrance of mee.) 
What ina bare recounting the ſtory of his paſſion, ampli- 
fying the indignity of all circumftances, in curious con- 
cemplations about every paſſage of Chriſt, from the gar- 
den to the grave? Is this all? ao, nor halte? You maſt ther- 
fore lere remember a rule given by Divines, ( That. in 
Scripture words of knowledge, in matters betweene God 
and Man, doe imply the affections, ] And asGod is ſaid not 
to know the wicked, becauſe he likes them not; ſo when 
we are commanded ta know God, te remember our Crea - 
tot, &c. wee mult not ſtreighten this precept unte bare 
ſpeculation of theHead, but extend it unto the holy devo- 
tion of the Heart, and obedience of the Hand. In this ſenſe 
maſt Chriſt crucified bee remembred of us in the Sacra- 
ment, aot only as an object ef our Knowledg, but princi- 
pally as the ebie@ of qur Love, our Faith, our Hope, our 
Ioy, our Thanſgiving, our Obedience. Theſe & other hea · 
venly graces are all to be ſet aworke, and imployed about 


this remembrance of Chriſt ia the Satrament; & it is the 


increaſe and excreiſe of theſe graces, that our Saviour in- 
tended, when he inſtituted this Sacrament, commanding 
us to obſerve it in remembrance of him, and by it to ſnew 
his death till kis gmming againe. But that we may goe a 
little more particalarly to work in this point, ob ſerve that 
there are fonte principall graces that have a ſingular aſc 
in this holy buſiueſſe: they are 1. Faith, 2. Repentance, 
. Thankctlneſſe, 4. Love. Touching which, I gy 

ve 
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have you expect, that I ſhould here handle them at large, 
by way of common . purpoſe only at this time is 
to ſhew you, what ſingular vertue may bee dra wne from 
the meditation of Chriſtadeath, for to quicken & increaſe 
the life & power of all thoſe forememiioned graces. I will 
doe this briefly ,defiring the younger ſort eſpecially;care- 
fully to attend unte ſuch generall heads of meditation as 1 
ſhall propoſe, to the end their thoughts may have ſome 
matter whereon to worke, which otherwiſe will be too 
too wilde, and contuſedly diſtracted. 


1. Firſt then toaching Faith, Chriſt crucified is propo- 


ſed unto us in the Sacrament,as the object of our Faith al- 
luring us to a firme belieſe in him, upoa theſe two ſtrong 
perſwaſions: 

I. That he is a Saviour All- ſufficient, having with him 
plenteous Redemption. One that hath paid the atmeſt , 
tarthing that could be demanded for our r anſome, having. 
trodden the winepreſſe of the ſierce wrath of the Almigh-s 
tie; and borne upon his ſnoulders the whole burden of+ 
that vengeance, which would have ſunke our ſoules to the · 
bottome of hell. A Saviour that bath utterly defeated - 
all the powers ofdarkneſle ; and ſpoyled them, leading · 
captivity captive : thereby purchaſing for us a Kingdome « 
that cannot be ſhaken, but ſure and ſtedfaſt againſt all vis- » 
lence of our ſpirituall adverſarics, even a ſtable and firme # 


eſtate in preſent grace, and an open and faite paſſage unte · 


that immortalityand glory which (hal be revealed. her- « 
fore juſtly hath he in this Sacrament ſet forth himſelf un- 
to us, under the two elements of Bread and Wine, parts of. - 
one complete and perfect nouriſnment: to aſſure us, that in # 
his merits, there is an abſolute all ſufficiency tobring us to « 
everlaſting life. 
2. That hee is a Saviour freely given of God, and gi- 
ving kimlelſe unto us. Hee laid downe his lite freely, no 
man having power to take it from him : and therefore he 
freely gave his fleſh for the life of the world; and in the 
Sacrament he freely offers himſelſe to every beleever, - 
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be receiued and embraced by him. Both theſe are ſtrong ' 
motives to qu cken our faith in remembring Chriſts 
death: for if either the greatneſſe of the worke of redemp. 
tion, and ſurpaſſing difficulty to ſave a ſinner, ſhould terri. 
ſie us; we know what ever it be, he hath finiſhed it: or if 
our un worthines ſhould diſcomfort us, we (ce that Chriſt 
ſtayes not till we can deſerve him; but as hee died for us 
when we were unworthy, ſo evẽ whilſt we are unworthy 
hee offers himſelfe to us in all the benefits of his death, 
Wherefore let us in a lively faith faſten our t ies upon this 
Brazen ſerpent, lifted up on the croſfe tocure the ferie 
flingings of ſinne: let our eyes, our thoughts, and our affe- 
d ions be drawne after him, and learne we, as the Apoſtle 
exhorts, to truſt perfectly unto that ſalvation which is 
brought unto us. This for Faith. 
* 2, In the next place is required the exerciſe of Repen- 
tance,to which there is ao provocation in the world more 
powerful, than the ſerious medication of Chrilt crucified, 
Two motives there are, which commonly beſt prevailes 
withali natures, to worke in rhem forrow for an offence; 
and they are both in this matter moſt lively & vigorous. 
— 1. Mercy wonderfull and incredible to a deſperate 
offender, beyond ail hope and expectation of his. When 
u were of no ſtrengtb, ben we were ſinners, when we 
s were enemies, even then Chriſt in his time died for vs, as 
the Apoſtle notably aggrauaces the death of Chrilt, Row. 5 
68. 10. How hopeleſſe was the ſtate of us men being once 
allen by our fitſt tranſgre ſſionꝰ and yet even in the extre- 
mity of miſery, ho proudly and rebelliouſly did we car - 
rie our ſelves againſt that majeſty, whom wee had offen- 
ded? Yet then beheld in God the riches of all patience, 
gentleneſſe and compaſſion: he is mindfull of us, when we 
had forgot both him and our ſelves; his mercifull wiſe- 
dome prevents all thought, and care, and poſſibility in us 
of providing the means of our recovery. No where ma- 
lice and unworthineſſe is thus overcome by goodnefle, 
certainely if there be any ſparke of grage, of noble 3 
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of ingenuity left withinus, it cannot bee but our hearts 
ſhould be overcome with ſorrow, for offending ſo graci · 
ousa Maſter, and rent aſundet with godly gricte for the 
diſpleaſure cf foloving a Father, 

2. The hotrible n:ture ofthe offence, which, when it 
is mal, is ſleighted, but ſtrikes the hart with aſtoniſhment 
and contuſion, when tis capitall. No ſinne 1s of the worſt 
deſerving quality that poſſibly may beʒand it appeares by 
nothing ſo much as the furious diſpleaſure ot God infli- 
cted on Chriſt, hen he bare our fins in his body upon the 
tree. Trace him from the Garden to Golgotha, and you 
ſhall ſee whole armies of ſorrowes ready to invadr him, 
every ſteppe he treads, the deeper hee wades into a ſea of 

bloud and wounds. and ſtripes, and waters of affl ion; 
men and divels, yea and God himſelfe fight againſt him ; 
he is forſaken of God, perſecuted, deſpiſed, and ſcorned of 
all the world, aſſailed and tempted by all the powers of 
hell, become the aſtoaiſhment of Angels, the wonder and 
amazement even of ſenſeleſſe creatures. Ah, my Brethren 
were our ſoules in his ſtead and did wee feele but the leaſt 
part of that anguiſh which poſſeſſed andincompaſſed that 
holyperion within and without: how miſerable might 
weſjudge our caſe tobe? Bleſſed we are now, that in this 
we feele it not: but yet wee ſhall not bo bleſſed alwaies, 
unleſſe wee can compaſſionate his feeling of it. Where · 
fore let us turne our thoughts upon out crucified Saviour, 


and looking upon him whom we have ierced, let us as 
we are commanded,Z ach. x 2.1 off Mourne Tor him a5 one” mori 


mourneth for his onely ſon, and be in bitterneſſe for him, « 
as one that is in bitternes for his firſt· born.) Let us ſee the? 
cauſe of his ſufferings to be in our ſelves, and lament wee 
for our ſinnes that have ſlaine the Lord of Liſe. And now 
letus learne to acknowledge what a deteſtable thing in 
is, which deſerved ſo horrible a puniſhmeat, that could 
turne the favourable countenance of the molt merciſull 
and pittifull God, into frownes and fierce d'fpleaſare a- 
gainſt his eardely beloved Sonne, as ſoone as he 3 
3 
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him the perſon of an offender. Shall the pleaſures of ſinne 

be ſweete to us, which cauſed Chriſt to drink of the bitter 
cup,evendowne to the dregges ? Shall wee make a jeſt of 
that, that made God angry in the greateſt earneſt that ever 
was ? Seemeth that a light thing in our eyes, that brought 
on Chriſt a burden ſo heavie, that it preſſed t he bloud out 
of his veines, the ſoule out of his body? Oh hew would 


———theſc meditations dafh in peeces the conception ef luſt in 


their infancie ? How mightily effectuall would they be to 
mortifie our corrupt ions, and crucific the body ef ſinne in 
usꝰ Know this and remember it, that of all motives to re- 
pentance, and — againſt the infection of ſinne, 
there is none ſo powertull,as continually in all places and 
imployments, to beare about with us in cur hearts and 
meditations, The Dying of the Lord Ieſus. 


— — And this of Repentance : it followes that wee ſpeake of 


the third grace to bee exerciſed in this holy commemera- 
tion of Chriſts death,which is Thankfulneſſe. A grace of 
ſingular vſe in this Sacrament, which thence rakes its 
name of Excbariflia, whereby it is frequently tiled. Ser- 
row and joy muſt here be mingled together; a ſorro for 
ſinne that deſerved ſuch ſufferings, bui a ioy unſpeakable 
aud glorions,in Thankſgiving teChriſt for his great mex- 
cie, in taking upon him ſuch ſufferings. And great cauſe 
there is, we ſhould be thankfull for the death of Chriſt in 
th: ſethree reſpects. 


* a , 7 ; _ . Becauſe by it the greateſt bleſſing that ever was, is 


urchaſed for us; namely, pardon of ſinne, reconciliation 
with Gcd,grace and glory. 
= 2, Becauſe there is on our part, the greateſt undeſert 
ot.ic that maybe. For wherin was God beholding unto us? 
we were his creatures when we were atbeſt, and then he 
needed us not: wee were his enemies when wee were at 
worſt,and he had iuſt cauſe to hate and puniſhus- 
- 3+ Inregardofthe infinite diſproportion betweene us 
and Chriſt whodicd for us; the iuſt tor the untuſt, the 
Lord for the ſlave, the King for the ſubjeR, the . 
or 


———— 
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for the creature. All the ſe are torcible motives to Ricre up 
in us a thankfull rejoycing in the Lord eur Saviour, that 
hath done ſo great things for eur ſoules. It ſhould make 
our hearts breake forth into bleſſings, and thankes, and 
praiſes, admirations, and cxtolling of the wondertull fa- 
your he hath ſhewed to the ſonnes of men. Wherefore if 
it bepoſſible, let as bring our hearts in tune to beare a part 
in that new ſong which the Elders ſing before the throne 


of the Lantbe,Rev. 5.9,10. ¶ Then t worthy to take the beok YE 
and to open the ſealer th: rof : for thou wa ſlaine and haſt reder.. 


wed ui to God by thy bloud,ont of every kindred, and tongue , 
people, and nation, and haſt made mi unt our God, Kings and. 
Prieffs,and we ſball reigne on the Earth.] And fora ſweeter 
harmony, let the Angels be admitted intothisquirezwith 
them and the Saints,fing we as it is verſ. 1 2.[#orthy ic the 
Lembe that was ſlaius to receive power and ricbes,and wiſdom, 
and firength aud bonour, and glory, and biefſing i] Yea, for a 
full con ſort, let us with every creature in heaven,in earth, 
under the earth, and inthe fea,” fing as it is in verſe 13. 
[Bleſting bonour, glory and power be unto bins that ſitteth upon 

the Throne, and unte the Lambs for ever and ever. And (0 
much alſo of the third grace :the laſt followes, which is 


—— +4 Love unte Chriſt,in a holy affection of the ſoule, car- 


rying us with falldeſire to the enjeying of him, & making 
us to preferre our communion with him,before all things 
that in this world may challenge our deareſt reſpect. All 
thoſe motives that ſtir up to Thankfulnefle, provoke allo 
unto Love: the ſmalnes of our deſert, the greatneſſe of the 
benefit, the gloriouſncs af the perſon, al are here in a ſingu · 
lar degree, and for them Chriſt deſerves our Love in the 
higheſt degree that we can poſſibly ſhew it in. Hence the 
Church in the Canticles can find no names ſo fit whereby 
tecall ker Spouſe Chriſt Ieſus, as theſe; (Him whom her 
ſoule lovath, her Beloved, and her well beloved.JIts admi- 
rable what pleaſures ſhe takes in deſcribing and talking of 
his rarcexcellencies;here's her full contentment, and the 
height of her joy and peace, that ſhee is able to lay, LA 


welbs- 


4 FT 
* 


— 


Chriſtian direction: 


4 


— — 


nelbeloved is mine, and I am his. ) Certainely, my Brethren 


were our hearts truly ſpiritual), had our ſoules taſted ho 
4 good the Lord Ieſus hath beene unto us, were our eyes 
„opened to ſee him at the right hand of God clothed with 
, all beauties of holineſſe, glory, and ma jeſty, it could not be 


2 8 


but that our ſinnes, our pleaſures, all the pompe of this 
world would be moſt vile and deſpicable in our eſteeme, 
and nothing but Chriſt would appeare worthy of our 
Love, Delight, and Admiration. is 
Theſe are thoſe heavenly graces of chieſe marke, that 
receive life and ſtrengt from the death of Chriſt,remem- 
bred in this Sicrament. And the effect of them all is our 
obedience in life and converſation, that wee ſhould ſerve 
him faithfully, that hath bougkt us at ſo deare a price. 
This is the trial of the truth of all thoſe forenamed graces; 
when our faith works by Love, our Repentance is appro- 
ved by reformation, our Thankfulneſſe and Love ſhewne 
in keeping of his Commandements. This is alſo the end of 
the death of Chriſt, who hath redeemed us from our vain 
converſation, wherein wee lived in the laſts of the fleſh, 
that henceforth wee ſhould live unto him: who hath de- 
liveredus from the feare of our enemies, that wee ſhould 
ſerve him in righteouſneſſe and holineſſe all our dayes. 
And thus you ſee what it is rightly to remember Chriſt 
crucified,and to ſhew forth the Lords death in the aſe of 
this holy Sacrament,cv en to remember him with belee- 
ving,with penitent, with thankfnll, with loving, with o- 
bedient harts.Not to remember him in this ſort, is to ſor- 
get him; not to know the vertue of his death in this man- 
ner, is to bee ignorant of Chriſt crucified, An excellent 
knowledge, but of all moſt difficult to be put in practice: 
Tis an eaſie thingto turn the ſtory into a tragedy, to make 
a Scenicall repreſentation of the death of Chriſt, as the 


Pauaapiſts uſe to doe on good-Friday,or to compile a curious 


declamation of this ſubject, as Pepiſh Poſtillers and Prea- 
chers doe in their Lenton Sermons. I diſcommend not e- 
loquence in ſo excellent a ſubject, words cannot be better 
beſtowed 
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beſtowed than here: yet there is an error to be feared, left 
the tongue onely be imployed, where the heart chiefly 
ſhould bee buſied; and there is danger alſo leſt ſuch high 
diſcourſes prove not unlike thoſe of Tragedians, made 
more to breed admiration of the Poet, than attention and 
obſervation of the fact. Thus much I may fafely ſay, that 
the meditation of the death of Chriſt requires not ſo much 
ſtrength of wit and invention, as the exerciſe ofall holy 
and zealous affections of the ſoule tothe increaſe of pietie 
and obedience. There cannot bcea greater incongruitie, 
than to diſcourſe of ſo holy a ſubject, with an unhallowed 
heart; toamplific the indignity of Chriſts paſſion, and yet 
not bee moved at all to remorſe of conſcience for finne;to 
rayle on Jad and the Iewes, and yet ſweare by Chriſt ; to 
deſcant upon his Bloud and Wounds in paſſionate dif- 
courſe, and yec toteare theſe, and trample upon that inex · 
ecrable blaſphemies : to talke of Chriſt, and yet not to live 
as a Chriſtian;to relare to others the ory of hiscrucifying 
by the Iewes;and in the meane while by obſtinate impiery 
and prophaneneſſe tocruciſie him againe auto himſelfrs 
This is far from being a Preacher and a follower of Chriſt: 
to ſuch let mce ſpeake in Sal/vians words alittle altered, 
(briſtum legunt e impltics ſunt, Chriſtum audiunt & inchri- 
antor, Chriftum (equuntiy & vapinnt : ber ergo etiam nos qui Sal. de Gubs 
Cbriſtians ditimwr,ſacimws, What might ene of Mabemeds T l. K 5+ 
diſciples here ſay, fcce quales ſunt qui ¶ briſtam celunt Jiee 72 : 
the ſervantsof the crucified God, fee them luxurious, pro- , 7 1& 
fanc, intemperate, blaſphemers, ſcornets of Religion: it 8 
mult needs be, wil he then ſay, they haue a bad maſter, that Go 
are ſuch evill ſernants i Si evims bona diſterent, boni efſent, 
and, Sand aA Chriſtian's firrent, fi ¶ briſſas [artta docuifſet. 
Thus whi!ft ſome profi ſſe themſelvesChriſtians;they are a 
reproach unto Chriſt, a diſgrace of the Goſpeil, and ſhame 
ot all Religion. WheteforeT he ſeech you perſwade your 
lelves ot this, that you never know Chrift cracifiedarighty _ 
till your hearts can bleed in ſorrow for ſione; a his ble d 
for {atisfattion, till your Faith embrace him, your ſoules 
D re ioyce 
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rejoyce in him, your love bee fixed on him, till his death 
have cauſed the death of ſinne in you: till then, know that 
you are but ignorant in this great myſteric of Chriſts faf#-.. 
ringt. And now you are to goe unto the Sacrament, take 
time and care to thinke of theſe things; ſo may you goe 
with comtort, ard depart thence with profit unto your 
ſoules. 

The Apoſtle after hee hath declared the true inſtitution 
of the Sacrament, and the right end to bee obſerved in the 
celebration of it,namely, The perpetuall commemoration 
of Chriſts death, in the words before ſpoken of; hee goes 
forward inthe next place, to ſhew the great danger that 
men run into by perverting this holy inſtitution, and abu- 
ſing of it to wrong ends & purpoſes. They commit a great 
ſinne, which drawes upon them great judgements both 
temporall and et ernall, unleſſe by diligent examination of 
themſelves, the ſinne be prevented, and the puniſhment re- 
moved. This the Apoſtle doth from the 27. verſ. unto the 
33. verſe. The reſolution of which words is in briefe thus: 
They containe. 

1. The ſinne of unworthy receiving, verſ. 2. 

2. The meanes to avoide this ſinne, which is due exa- 
mination of ones ſelfe before the Sagrament, veri. 28. 

3. The punifhment which they incurre, who commit the 
ſin,and negle& the means; now that is damnation or judg- 
ment,ver{.29- . 
This puniſhmentas it is temporal, is amplified three waics 

1. By experiment in the Church of Corinth, wherein 
God made it appeare by judgments he inflicted upon the, 

how much hee was offended at the profanation of the Sa- 
crament, verſe 30. 

2, By the true cauſe of thoſe afflictions, the not · judging 
of the mſelves, vetſ.3 1. 

3. By the right end wherefore theſe judgements came 
upon them, which was tobring them to repentance for 
ſuch their abuſe of Gods ordinance, leſt other wiſe going 
on they fall into further condemnation, xerſ. 32. 
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Atthis preſent I ſhall ſpeake only touching the ſinne of 
unworthy cemmunicating at the Lords Table whereofthe 
Apoſtle ſpeakes in theſe words. 

Ferſe 27. Wherefore whoſcever ſpall cate this bread, and 
drink the cup of the Lord wnwor thily, ſpall be guilty of the bodie 
and blond of the Lord. | 

In this verſe we have two generall parts: 

1. The fin it ſelfe, unworthy receiving the Sacrament, in 
thoſe words. #2o/eever ſpall cate, hc, mwortbily.] 

2. The quality of this ſinne: tis no ſmall fault, but 2 
bleudy offence , tis to be guilty of murder, and t hat ot the 
beſt 7 * that ever was, Chriſt Ieſus: [ Her ſbali bes guilty, 
CFC. 

Ot theſe in order, Firſt let us enquire what it is to cate 
this Bread and drinke this Cup, 1e. to receive this Sacra 
men ynworthily av. V nworthinefle in receiving the 
Sacrament,may be taken inreipeR eicher of the perſon, or 
ofthe manner ofreceiving. Vnworthineſſe of the perſon 
is not here meant, for ſo tis apparant that no man can 
come worthily to the Sacrament, foraſmuch as the beſt of 
men cannot deſerve of God the ſmalleſt bleſſing of this 
life, much leſſe ſo great a favour as to enioy the benefit of 
the Word and Sacraments to everlaſting life. Wherefore 
in our publique Leiturgie, wee doe iuſtly acknowledge, 


Tas we doe not preſume to come to this Table, truſting in our 


rigbteouſnoſſe, but is God: great mercy; and that we are not wer- 
tby ſo much ac to gather the crummes under the Lords Table] 
much leſſe to fir thereat as a gueſt. — 
Vnwortkhineſſe then is here tobe taken in regard of the 
manner of receiving. A poore man may bee unworthy to 
be ſet at a Kings table, but yet he may there carry himſelſe 
worthily, 5.e.in ſuch a decent behaviour, as is agreeable to 
the reverence and maicfty ofthe place in which hee ir. So 
we are unworthy to ſic at this Table, yet when God in- 
vites us thither, wee may carry our ſelves worthily, 5.e. in 
ſuch a holy diſpoſition of our hearts, and reverent demea- 
nour in our out ward actions, as God requires of us in ſo 
* D 2 facred 
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lacred a buſineſſe. The poverty, blindneſſe, lau. ene ſle, and 
the like, is not objected to ſuch as come to the Marriage- 
feaſt, Alattb. 22. but the matter that is queſtioned, is the 
want ofa wedding garment. Now you know, that hee 
which makes a ſolemne ſumptucas feaſt,cannot but take jc 
as an indignity and diſhonour offered to him and his 
cheere, if any be ſo rude as to thruſt in himſelſe among the 
reſt, in his ragged and vile apparrell. Let us then ſec how 
we may offend in the manner of celebrating this Sacra- 

” ment: We ſhall know this by that which the Apoſtle re- 

THESE proves ia theſe Corinthians, They had many faults; a- 

o u mong them they are here taxed for diſſentions, & quarrel- 

ſome factions amongſt themſelves, verſ. 1 8. for prophane- 

nes, in comming to the Sacrament with as little reverence 
ob c Lad. as they did to their Love · feiſts; nay with leſſe, having in 

„„ t hoſe feaſts firſt diſtempercd themſelves, veri. 21. for ex- 

_ ff celle in their Love · feaſts, and thence comming drunken 
#1”. _ to the Sacrament, verſ. 21. laſtly, for pride and diidaine in 
e416 77 , defpiling the poorer fort, that had not where withall to 

Ho, 5 * carry matters in ſo brave and frolicke manner as them- 

4 * CH, g 2 
r ſelves,verſ 22. Thus they cared not with what mindes, nor 
ei wl a- manner they came to tłe Lords Supper, making 
4 7 b * the Sacrameat an occaſion of debate, hatred, riot and luxu- 

Her gg trie, which ſhould have beene a cauſe of modeſty, peace, hu- 

mility, ſobriety, and love. The caſe was too toobad with 

th m, their diforders being ſo fowie, that the Apoſtle pro- 
ſeſſeth in expreſſe termes, that this their comming toge- 
ther could not bee called a celebration of the Sacrament: 

L This is unt, ſaith he, to eate the Lords dapper] ver. 20 Now 

what the Apoſtle reproves in them in regard of the fore- 

named parriculars, holds true by proportion in all commu- 
nicants, in regard of other the like diſordets: whence in 
the generall, obſerve this conclufion, 

[They that celebrate this Sac:ament in any other man- 
ner, with other mindes, for other ends, than Chriſt inten- 
ded in his iaſtitution of it, thev obſerve it unworthily.} 

For this is a generall rule rouching every part ot Gods 
worſhip 
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worſhip, We mult ſerve God, not as we thinke ſit, but 
he hath appoinred ; God mult bee ludge of his owne ho- 
nour: and in all matters of ſub ſtannce, there is nothing be- 
fitting and aggreeable to his good liking, but choſe things 
that he hat commanded, ob ſet ved, and done in that man- 
ner which he bath preſcribed. And therefore in thisSe- 
crament, tis not what ends and fancies we have of it, but 
what manner exerciſe of Religion God hath intended 
by ie, that is acceptable. If this bee neglected, the Supper 
of the Lord is not celebrated worthily, but unworthily 
proſaned. But not to ſtay upon generalities,let us ſee how 
many waies the Sacrament is thus profaned. *Twere end- 
leſſe to reckon up all particulars ; wherefore obſerve that 
there are generally thice ſorts of people who doe unwor- 
thily receive it; t Ignorant. 
The42 Snperſtitious- 
3. Vnreformed in life, 

1. The ignorant, who obſerve it of faſhion, by courſe 
of Law, and cuſtome of the Conntrey ; becauſe they are 
now at yeares ot diſcretion, and muſt doe as others doe: 
but in the meane time know nota fyllable what it is, or 
whereabonts they goe. Examine them, they cannot tell 
you whata Sacrament is, what the outward fignts ar e, 
What the graces thereby ſignified are, what the ends and 
uſes of a Sacrament hee: It you aske them theſe queſtions, 
they underſtand you no more, than if you ſpake in an un. 
knowne language: or it they can anſw er you out of a Cate- 
chilme, tis by rote; they doc not kno a tot the meaning 
of what they ſpeake: and you may perceive it plainly, doe 
but a little vary the queſtion from that which they finde in 
their bookes. Theſe when they come to the Sacrament, 
are meerely paſſive in all that buſineſſe; there their bodies 
are, there they ſit and lee, and doe as others doe, but for 
their mindes, they cannot tell which way to ſet them a- 
worke in aay meditation. Were I to ſpeake to an audicory 
that is not learned. this fault were much to be urged. It de- 


erves much pity, to ſee abroad that ſome are not taught, 
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and more deteſtation to behold,that for the greateſt part® 
they will not learne their duery, in this or any other part 
of Gods worſhip. It muſt necds much affe& the heart of 
any one that is C hriſtianly diſpoſed, with ſorrow & indig» 
nation. o ſee thole that profeſſe themſelves the ſervants 
of Chrift, know as little of him, as thoſe that are his open 
enemis-Barbarians and Turkes know the name of Chriſt, 
and ſo doe theſe : but for their duety inthe worſhip and o- 
dedience, they both know much alike. This and more 
mighr be ſaid, were it not in this place, u here knowledge 
doth abound. Ne vertheleſſe to deale plainely, let no man 
fatter b imſelſe, nor another. Let us bee well adviſed, that 
none of us be ignorant amongſt ſo ple itifull, ſo eaſie means 
of knowledge. A great fault it is in any, in us much greater, 
who if wee bee not better than others are, and there fore 
worſe, becauſe we ought to be better. Vi ſallimor præro- 
gativa, maior eſt culpa, laith Salvian: and hee gives a good 
reaſon of it, becauſe Frater cam deſaritm quam vitium 
in ſe babit, ipſe ſnblimiatis nomine notatur. Ignorance in 
matter of Religion, is of it ſelfe a notable deformity in e- 
very one that calls himſelfe Chriſtian :but in the learned, 
their profeſſion makes it much more viſible and odious . 
Thoſe that be free from this fault, are alſo free from touch 
of this reproofe; but if any may iuſtly blame himſelfe for 
being ignorant of this duety, let me beſpeak him in Salui- 
ant words, Non a mea ſi bi noc lingua dici eſtimet [ed 4 conſ ci- 
entia ſua; Tis not I, but his owne conſcience that reproves 
him. And let ſuch a one carry hence this leſſon to his ſtudy, 
That he thats ignorant, muſt needs bee wicked, evenbe- 
cauſe he is ignorant: nor is it poſſible, but hee. (ball faile in 
his duety, whatcycr he goe about. For the Sacrament, tis 
plaine, an ignorant receiver is an unworthy receiver, be- 
cauſe as the Apoſtle ſpeakes afterwards, verſe 29. [Hee ai- 
ſeerneth not the Lord; beay,) he knowes not what ends and 
uſes are tobe mide of this holy Sacrament. We mutt know 
that we now have noaltarstothe unknown God,no wor- 
ſhip of a knoyne Godin an unknowne manner; wee _ 
under= 
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under ſtand both whom, and how we worſhip, elſe our ſer- 
vice ot him is not a4 area, a reaſonable ſervice, as the | 
Apoſtle would have ir, Nom. 2, 1. but a blinde ay me, and 
brutiſh devotion. | 
2. The Superſtitions, who uſe the Sacrament quite in tho Wy 
another faſhion,&other intents thanChriſt everappointed Hom of th 
it. In this kinde thoſe of the Romiſh Church have intole- F 
rably perverted this holy Inſtitution of Chriſt, both Prieſt 
and People. Theres ſcarce left any ſhado w at all of the firſt 
Inſtitution, all's perverted and corrupted with fond and 
impious abuſes, Never was there any device more blaſ- 
phemous, and more ridiculous too, than that abomination 
of the Maſe. Wherein wee have a Supper forthe living, 
turned into a facrifice for quicke and dead, a Miniſter into 
a ſacrificing Prieſt, a Table into an Altar, Bread and Wine 
into very fleſh, bloud, and bones, cating of bread into de- 
vouring of aliving man, a cup of wine turned to adraughe 
of mans bloud,theremembrance of Chrifts death, into a- 
doration of the out ward elements, all the ſimplicity of Sa- 
cramentall Actions metamorphoſed into ſtrange geſticu- 
lations, crouching, ducking, croſſing overthebread, the 
wine, the Prieſt, the people whiſpering, murmuring,waſh- 
ing, ſhifting from place to place, from this to that ſide, dip- 
ping the bread in the wine, mingling the wine with water, 
lifting up the bread over the Prieſts head, keeping it like a 
Bee ina boxe, carrying in proceſſion, bringing it to ſicke 
mens bed · ſides to keepe thence evill ſpirits, carry ing it in- 
to the field in warre to defend from gunſhot, with a world 
of other ceremonies, trinkets, and fopperies, deuiſed wyith- 
eut any groand in Scripture or reaſon, as may be ſeene in 
theit bookes and practice. By this meanes they have tur- 
ned the Sacrament into a Stage- play, or Masking fhew a 
where the poore people are ſpectators only, underſtanding 
nothing ar all, but feeding their eyes by gazing upon the 
outſide of empty ceremonies and jdolatrous pompe. It 1: a 
thing ſomewhat admirable to confider whence, and how 


fogrentimpicry, thould ſpring from fo plainean Inftituris 
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on as this of the Sacrament is, and hew in courſe of time 
it ſhould ſo farre degenerate into ſuch a ſtrange mixture 
of foolery andiniquity : but as in Gentilifme, the divell 
having drawn men from the knowledge of one pure invi- 
ſible God, he caſily puld them into infinite errors, bcth to 
frame unto themſelves many gods, and to conceiye moſt 
abſurd opinions ef them; ſo here having once peryerted 
the ſimplicity and ſanity of Chriſts inſtitution, he hath 
by degrees (every age adding ſome new tricke or other) 
brought it atlaſt unto that Maſſe of Idolatrous abominati- 
ons, which Gentiliſme it ſelfe cou d hardly equall; and 
Chriſtianity ,but that it ſees now come to paſſe, could ne- 
ver have ſuſpected the pollibiiity ot it. Wee are highly to 
praiſe Almighty God, that bath delivered us and this 
whole land, from ſo great a corruption ; and that we have 
the Sacraments celebrated in our Churches, in that pure 
fimplicity of ſubſtance, and: hat reverend decency of ce- 
1emonics, 2s is 8grecable to Chriſt his firſt Inſtitntion. 
Nevertheleſſe, we onght yet to be admoniſhed, that even 
we take hecd of ſupetſtition, that in our ſecret thoughts we 
iueline not too much unto that conceit of Opas eperatam. 
Let none think the the bare outward actions and elements 
are able to ſanRifie him, or that he is the better for them, 
and the ground he treads on for that day;that if he goe ſa- 
ſtinę, he hath the more, if having eaten before, hee hath 
the leſſe benefit, or that even the very receiving of the ele- 
men*s,is of great vertue to a ſicke man, I conteſſe tis fo 
to him and all others, if with a pure heart and faith unfai- 
ned, it be rightly received ; oncly this would be looked un- 
to, that Prote ſtants in profe ſion, be not Papiſts in ſome 
part in their opinion, conceiv ing too highly of the out- 
ward worke, taking little heed to the in ward vertue; A- 
gainſt the ſuperſtitious uſe of this and all other parts of 

*. wn Gods ſervice, let us remember that rule of Chriſtſ i 
Mani! 9+ they no fhbip mee, teachi g for diltrines mens traditiant.] If 

5 em cribes and Phariſces, Papiſt or Proteſtant, d-prave Gods 
of Rec o ordinances, or make new of their one, teaching them for 
rH ducts doctr ines 
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doctrines, whereby, and wherein to worſhip and pleaſt 
God (Wee ſpeake not now of lawfull ceremoaics, that 
touch not the ſubſtance of Gods worſhip) in ſo doing they 
teach an error, and wor ſhip God in vaine. | 
3- The Vnreformed, who haply know what belongs to 
the Sacrament, and uſe it not with any ſaperſtirious con- 
ccit, but yet they uſe it without any amendment and re- 
formation ef life. This kinde of profanatioa is of all moſt 
tobe fearcd amongſt us, where knowledge ofthe nature 
of the Sacrament, takes away all ſuperſtitions opinion in 
the uſe of it. Now by the Vnreformed, I meane thoſe in 
whom the uſe of this holy Sacrament, breedes not a pro: 
pertionabie increaſe of grace and ſanctity. You heard 
heretofore that the exerci ſe of many Chriftian 8 
— 
where that is wanting, all the reſt is nought w 1 
Sacramentis appointed Pt our nouriſhmene in grace x 7 
where we grow not by it, tli — food was not di- 
| wary vomited up againe. Where Faith, Repentance, 
bankfulnefſe, and Obedience are net cd, there 
Chriſt crucified was not remembred, but forgotten in this 
Sacrament. Where holineſſe thrives not by ſo holy # 
meanes, profaneneſle muſt needs bee very ranke : gaitty of 
this great ſault were theſe Corinthians. They came to the 
Sacrament, but with what minde ꝰ They were uncharita- 
ble, contentious, proud, deſpiſiag the poore, and, which is 
worſt of all, they came drunken. They ate regiſtred for it, 
verſ. a1. Who would thinke it poſſible elſe, that there 
could be ſack protaneneſſe, that a man, when he is drunke, 
would venture to come into the Church, and to the Sacra» 
ment ? Such a one was Ius, that came to the Paſſover, 
and was, or wenld have beene at the Lords Supper, witha 
minde full of treaſon and covetouſneſſe. Such are all the y 
that come, not having their hearts at all touched with re- 
morſe fot their ſinnes, or it for the preſent they bee foine» 
what moved, yet they preſently fall into all their former 


ſinnes again. For (ach as 2 a reſolution to hold 
on 
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on in their ſinnes, it is maniteft that they profane the Sa- 

crament extreamely. For whereas in the Sacrament wee 

make publique proteſſion of our obedience to Chriſt, gt. 

ving up our uames in his honourable ſervice, by taking on 

us this badge thereof, and ſo cate this Bread and drinke 

this Cup, in a thank full remembrance of his death, where. 

by that great bleſſing of remiſſion of ſinnes is purchaſed 

for us: who now can beleeve that they doe this heartily, 

who in the mcane time diſobey Chriſts commandement, 
deſpiſcall holineſſe, continuing with delight and wilful- 
neſſe in thoſe ſinnes which Chriſt died to capiate? Is this 

the uſe we ſhould make of Chriſts death ? Shi wow cours 
vue in ſin» e,that grace may abound? ) The Apoſtle makes the 

anſwer,[Ged forbid.) How ſhall wee live in ſinne, when 
Chriſt is dead for ſinne, and wee with him ſhould bee dead 
unto ſinneꝰ as the Apoſtle argues, Rom · G. Its therefore but 
a meere mockery of God, for men in tho Sacrament ts 
make ſhew of what they inten? not at all. Others come 
haply with aa good meaning to doe well in the generall, but 
this reſolution hel ds not longer than a day or two, or 2 
weeke: afterwards they are at bad as before, yea ſome- 
what werle by their te apſes. The one ſort make Chriſt a 
patron of their ſinnes, thinking they may more ſecurely 
{erve Satan, under the protection of Chriſts livery, The 
other make the Sacrament a payment of the old ſcoxe, that 
they may the more freely runne on upon the new; the 
pardon of the former finnes, is unto them a licence for 
lewd practices to come. Betweene both forts, a world of 
people there is that ſtrangely profane this bleſſed Sacta» 
men —. uſing it to any increaſe of piety in their ſoulet. 
The ſame men they came unto ic, the ſame they depart 
thence,only herein ſtill the worſe, becauſe not amended, 
Were they proud before? they are ſo ftill : were they co- 
vetous before ? they are never the more liberal! unto the 
poore members of Chrift Ieſus, for all that Chriſt hath bin 
ſo franke hearted, as to beſtow his beart-bloud upon 
them : were they voluptueus before they went? = L, ll 
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followthe ſame plcafures with all greedinefle: drunken 
before, and drunken ſtill: ſwearers before, and {wearers 
{ill ; deſpiſers of Gods ſervice and true Religion, ſcoſfers 
at Chriſtian piety, ignorant, unbelceving, unfaithfull, un- 
thankfull, impeniteat, envious, malicious before they 
went to the Sacrament, and they ate the lame men fill, 
They have indeed beene at the Sacrament, and there they 
proſeſſe openly to bee of the number of theſe that [Doe 
truely and cearneftly repent of all their ſinner, that are in love 
and charity with their neighbours, that intend to leads a bely 
life, followmg Gods commandementi aud waking thence-forth in 
by boly we, ] they there ſeeme to confefle Lab they we 
heartily ſorrie for their miſdoings, that the remombr ance of chew 
founes 11 grievens the burtben of them intaler able : Jyea they go 
further, promiſing all amendment, when they tay, [Feere 
we offer and preſent wnto thee O L:rd eur ſel ves, aur ſoules, our 
bodies, to be ar eaſonable bely and wvely ſacriſico. ] Bee not here 
good wards naw ? but whats the effect of all theſe pra 

and proteſtations ? Looke upon them, you ſha/l ſee nothi 
at ——— of that which was ſpoken: theres no alte: 
ration in them; they are ſtil the ſame men they were. 
What leremy ſpake unto thoſe falſc-hearted Iewes, Jer. 42, 
20. [Swety yee difſembled in yountearts when yer ſent nee n= 
to the Lord your God, ſaying Pray for us unto the Lord a God 
and according to all that the Lord oxy God foall ſay declare um 
ns and we will doe it,] may bee applied unto theſe men; que- 
ſtionleſſe they thought not of whar they ſpake, or ſpake 
what they did not meane, when they thus be- 
forc God and his Church their repentance and reſolutĩ- 
on for obedience, No,thoſe were but words of courſe : if 
the heart had intended what the tongue uttered : it had 
not bin poſſible for men to tell Goda lye unto his face, in 
fo ſerious a matter, Was indeed the burden of ſinne into- 


under that weight which he knewes to beinſopparable? 


SY, tan atreci on: 


— 


And what is now becaine of all that ſwectneſſe, of the 
mercy of our Lord Icfus Chiilt, in pa doniug that which 
wa: palt? was it never felt ar all?or is it ſo ſoone forgotten? 
or may be ſo eaſily recovered ? Is his love fo little worch, 
as thou wilt part with it for every toy ? or is it ſocommon 
and cheap, that a taire word or two may win it ? It is not 
credible, that thoſe who have indeed waſhed their gar. 
ments in the blond of the Lambe, and made them white, 
would ſo quickly de file them againe, had they beene of a 
riglit breed, ie Sheepe of the Lords flocke, and not Swine 
of another Heard. Wherefore now let every one of us dee 
ſcend into his owne heart, and trie how thecafe ſtands 
with his ſoule : if his conſcience tell him that he is as bad 
this yeare as hee was laſt, as unreſormed after, as before 
the Sacrament, that his heart is as full of evill th 

his mouch of unſeemely, uucleane, and carſed (peaking, his 
life ot careleſſe and irreligious practices as ever, let him 
conclude with himſelfe, That hitherto hee hach eaten this 
Bread,and drunke this Cup ot the Lord unworthily; moſt 
ſhamefully abuſing that to profanenes and impiety, which 
God hath appointed for the exerciſe and increaſe of holi« 
neſſe and true devotion. 

Hitherto of the Sinne eit ſelſe, how, and by whom 
it is committed. In the next place wee muſt conſider 
of the quality of it: Tis very hainous, and they that 
commit it, C are guiltyof the body and blend of the Lord.) A 
very bard cenſure of a fault that ſeemes not to bet very 
great. What? to protaic the Sacrament, ſhall it bee coun- 
ted murder and bloud - guiltineſſe ? an abetting and conlen- 
ting to the datnable fact of /ndas and the Tewes, ia crucĩ 
fying the Lord of Lite ꝰ A very horrible offence. Bur here, 
not much our of the way, let us learne one obſervation that 
may be of uſe co rectiſe our judgements in this and other 
the like matters: Tis this, 

[The quality of inne is not to be meaſured hy ours, but 
by Gods Iudgement of it. 

As che heavens are above the Rarth, ſq are my waics 
ö 


* 


or receming the Sacrament ; 


higher chan your waies, ard my thoughts © above 
thonghts,ſaich God, Bſey 5 5.8: [1s true in all things, and it 
holds in this alſo about the unture of fiane ; [God ſecth not 
as man ſeeth,he indgeth not as man indgerh.] Tis as natu- 
ra!l ro man to extemuite ſinne, as it is to ſiane: to mak e 
(mall fault of a great, and no fault of a little one, Our love 
to the pleaſure of ſinne, blindes our indgement in diſcer- 
ning of its fiithy nature. Whence iſſued that notorious de- 
pravation ofthe Law of God, by thoſe favourable and 
latter ing interpretations thereof, which the Phariſees of 
old breaght in, and thoſe of Rome till maintaine, yea na- 
turally every one of us atfow them in our hart. Alas what 
great hacme can there be int, to be rathly angry, when a 
man's urg d to it ? to call our brother foole ꝰ to looke on a 
woman with ſome ill deſire und no more? to fweare by Tr 
ruſalem, by the Temple, the Altar, by ones Head, chis 
Hand, this Light, or iuch other little oathes ? theſebe ſmall 
matters, veuia il ſtunes, aud wiry ſhould we bee fo nice, as 
not to thinke that the Phariſces were in the righ#} leaving 
out ſach petty matters, as not forbidden by che Law? 
True moſt men would thinke fo ; but our 2reat and opel | 
Doctor, Chrift leſus, whom wee oughtro | 
- eaughc us another leſſon, not to indge any thing a 
triſſe, that breakes Gods Lam. and bringst 
ger of hell fire. See Aderth 5. For a man, whoſe 
quires it, not to reprove big brother, when hee ſees 
tunne into an ill co rſe, and by loving rebuke to reclaime 
him, would be interpreted by moſt for a courteſit, rather 
thanan unkindneſſe, Why ſhouid he meddle, and put his 
friend into melancholy,provoke him to anger and diflike. 
of him with many pretences ? See now what God iudges 
of this kinde- heartedneſſe, he ca ls it hatred of our brother 
in plaiae tearmes, Lit. 19. 15. [T hes ſhalt not bate thy bro- 
ther in thy bea, thou foalr in a wiſe rehab vby bb and 
ne: ſofſer Sune upon bim. ] Seu! had a faire excuſe, one 
' kave thought; the maſt have 2 little content 
in che ſpoyle of the Amn and God mult gave 2 fa- 
a E 3 ci iſice 
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Crifice too: if then ſomething of the beſt bee ſpared trom 
deſtruction, will Samuel take it ſo hainouſly ? Yea that hee 


will, and God alſo, w ho by Samuel tells Saul. that however 


he ſleight the matter, yet this his offence is Rebellion, and 


hat as dad as Witcheraſt, and that his tranſgr: lion is Iaĩ- 
quity and Idolatry; and, that which will grieve Saul more 


than the loſſe of Gods favour, he ſnall loſe his Kingdeme 


— ——_— 


for it,1 Sam. 15. Its a ſmall thing tocatean Apple: true; 
bu: tis a great matter todiſobey God, and if Adam tranſ- 


greſſe, chough but in taking ofan Apple, he ſhall dye for it, 
and all his peſterity. Nothingthen is ſmall, whereupon 
depends the ſanctity of Gods commandement and our o- 


"bedicnce. Now here you muſt remember, that theres a 


double reaſon, why wee our ſelves are not cquall judges of 
the nature and quality of ſinne. 

1. Becauſc we are the parties accuſed, and impleaded as 
guilty of ſia; and therfore we cannot be equall arbitrators 
in our ownccaufe, where love of fin,aud of eur ſelves muſt 
needs make us partiall. 

2. Our, judgement is not the rule ef righteouſneſſe, but 
only Gods will and Gods law. Hee is Iudge,and the only 
L.*.giver that muſt ſave er deſtroy, acquit or condemne. 
Heis the rien offended that only can without partiality 
interpre 1 of the offence. 

Let this then bee a caution to make us looke about us 
and adviſe what wehave todo when wee deale with ſinne. 
We know not what we goc about when we meddle with 
It ;it's like carermediing with State bufineflesza ſmall mat- 
ter, as a word miſplaced, a circumſtance not obſerved, 
throwesa man before hee is aware into a Premunire or 
Treaſon. Power is in the hand of a King, and tis hee muſt 
interpret how farre hee takes himſelte wronged by the at- 
tempt. So in ſinne, when wee meddle with it, wee meddle 

with God our chiefeſt Soveraigne Lord ; our allegiance to 
heaven is ſtreight-woics called in queſtion, every offence: 
in this caſe is Capitall, and incurres the paniſhment of te- 
bellion. Whereforo it coticernes as ſo to thinke of finne, 
| as 
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as God ſpeakes of it, and in thus point leſſe tuan in any, to 
leaue unto our one wiſedome, but to be ruf dy his. All 
eur Diſtinctions, Extenuations, Qualifications, Rejecti- 
ons other, good Intentions, with a thouſand ſuch o- 
ther ſhifrs, will vaniſh away into horror and utter confu- 
ſion, when God hall lay righteouine ſſe in the hallance and 
cenſure our ſinues according to his moſt impartial and 
exact ſudgement. Thus much I thought it not amiſſe to 
obſerue by the way; ſeeing the Apoltle ſeemes to gos farre 
in cenluring this ſinne of unworthy communicating, to be 
no leſſe fault than guiltineſſe of bloud : char wee may not 
thinke the Spirit of God here ſpeaks by an Hyperbole;but 
that we may learne as here, ſo in other tkhinga, to bring out 
judgements to his, and not to qualiſie hu by our Rhetori- 
call devices. rere 
Wee muſt now proceede to enquire what the Apoſtle 
meanes, when hee faith chat ſuch an ente and drinke un- 
wortkily,are guilty of the body and bloud of the Lord. By: 
the body and bloud of the Lora, he meanes the Death of 
Chrift leſus, whoſe body was crucified, and his bloud ſhed 
by the lewes. Bat here the queſtion is, how ſachas pro- 
fan the Sacrament are guilty of Chriſts death? I anſwer, 
Guiltinefle ofa tanlt ,reacheth partly rothe Actors, partly 
to the Abettors of it; fuch as give counſell and ayd to che 
doing, or canſent to it when ris done · Thoſe are the prin- 
„ — theſe the acceffory ; and in all crimes that are capi- 
the ſame puniſhmeim is due unto bath New the lewes 
were the pri eipall actors, and ſo in the firſt place guilty 
of Chriſts death, at whole haas his bloud innocently ſned 
mall be required. But others may bo abettors of this their 
act; as both the poſſerity of the Iewes are unto this day, 
who blaſpheme his name, and acconnt him juſtly put to 
death by their fathers, as a tale factor and deceiver, for 
which cauſe they {till feele the vehgeance of God upon 
them, according to their fathers curſe; [His Bloud be upon 
un and our children: ] andalſo many Chriſtians are, who 


profe ing the name of Chriſt, yet deny the vertue A his 
— at 


. 


e 
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death and iuffering. But is any Chriſtian fo wicked av to 
allow of that fact of the Iewes in crucitying Cheiſt ? Yea 
that there is, even all thoſe that uſe this Sacrament of his 
body and bloud unworthily they allow it, and by io doing 
are guilty of his death. But hom can this be ſa ? Thus: He 
that profaneth and abuſeth this holy Sacrament, doth in a 
ſpecial manuer offer contempt unto the body and bloud of 
Chriſt, Foraſmuch as the Sacrament is appointed for this 
very end, to bee a ſigne and viſible repreſentation ef the 
death of Chriſt, wherein his ſufferings and the benefits of 
them unto us, are in lively characters figured out before 
us, and, as by a ſcale, confirmed unto ouruſe and comfort» 
W kerefore, when this moſt ſolemne and holy comme mo- 
ration of Chriſt crucified, is celebrated in any other man- 
ner, than what is agreeable to the dignity and greatrieſſe of 
ſo excellent a perſon, ſo excellent a ble ſſing as Chriſt ctu- 
ciſied is uatous: then, however wee may thinke wee ho- 
nour him by our ourward frvice, yet Chrift takes him- 
— ſelfe to be diſhonoured, and his death deſpiſed. Ot ber 
Wies there are whereby diſhonour falls upon Chriſt; as 
by diſobedience to his Goſpell, deſpiſiug of bis Miniſters, 
Ac. but this is an immediate contempt of him, when hee is 
diſ-regarded iu that very thing which ſets forth his death 
and ſufferings 2 an indignity in this kinde, is a villeny, thats 
offered properly and immediately to his ſacred perion and 
precious merits. As in a like, but mach inferior caſe, when 
the picture, ſeale, armes, chaite of Eſtate of «ny King. are 
violated, the diſgrace done to them, redounds immediate - 
ly to the contempt of the Kin gs perſon, and the doer of it 
is puniſhable, as if hee had attempted violence upon the 
King himſelſe. So hee that unwortbily ulieth this Sacra. 
ment of Chrifts death, muſt needs offer contempt to his 
death it ſeite. Now no man can in any fort diſ . eſtreme the 
death of Chriſt, but he in part conſents to the tren ſonabla 
conſpiracies and practices of Jada and the Tevyes, in put 
ting him to death, as if it were a matter nat ill done, o not 
ill done as it was indeed. Ven, hee that flcighthy paſſetiʒ 
over 


german, a+ - 
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over the death of an innecent perſon, 
ter of it;he either makes the innocent to be indeed nocene, 
ene that hath iuſtly deſerved tobe flaine, who being ſlaint 
cg os —— — ä—&˖—k p — 
cent, breeding a iuft ſaſpicion that hee was or would have 


been canſenting to that mans death, You ſee then, that iv 


is 2 the Sacrament j but a very 
| hainous offence, which brings us within th guilr of that 
horrible ſinne af murdering the Lord of Life, 
nZone 
} id i es too, if we be acceſſary to it. 
- [This ſhould make us very careſull and wary, how wee ap- 
proach uato the Table of the Lord, ſeeing as the benefit is 
great if we rightly receive this holy Sacrament, ſo the dan · 
ger is as great if we receive — gamer 7 yo" 
we become guilty of che death of Chriſt. I wonld1 
perſwade you ſeriouſly to thinke of this peint: much raſh- 
neſſe and impiety in to the Sacrament would be 
prod — meanes, if men wauld doely conſider 
ow fearefull a ſinne they commit when they come unpre- 
paredly and unreverently therennto. All the difficulty lies 
in this, if they would but belceve, that this were ſuch a 
fault indeed. The le we ſee is expreſſe, [| MWhoſsever 
eateth unworthily is guilty,&c-Jbutyet men can hardly si- 
ſent totbis,W hat ? are they not baptized into the name of 
Chriſtare they not Chriſtians profefſing the Gofpell of 
Chriſt ? doe they not reccive the Sacrament in honoar of 
Chriſt ? and will yec yet indge them ſuch beaſts and miſ- 
creants, that they are conſenting to the death of their Sa- 
viour? They were not worthy to li ve an houre, if they did 
beare an ill minde towards him, they could wiſh him ac- 
cu ſed, wWhoſoever loves not the Lord Teſus;for themſelves 
they love bim, and honour him in their hearts : ĩfany Tew 
or Turke ſhould revile him, they will fight and die for his 
lake ; yeaifany afficmethat they hate bim, theyle ſpit in 
his face, and have him by the cares. Here now bee great 
words,onc would thigke; and * that ate thus reſolved, 
can 


making »ſinall man. 
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man is wicked, many times making Lo ws» -of love, 


can wee judge them otherwiſe than the very friends of 
Chriſt ? Wee judge them not: but let us heare what the 
Scripture faith, ¶He that cates,8c. unwerthily, is guilty, 
&c. j Guilty hee is not, but by conſent ; conſent hee would 
not unleſſe hedid deſpiſe and hate Chriſt; this hee cannot 
doe and bee his friend: yet this he may doe even then 
whilſt he ears this Bread and drinks this Cup with a good 
meaning as he imagines, in a honourable celebration of the 
memory of Chtiſts death. Wherefore that ſuch men may 
not deceive themſelves with vaine imaginations, I will 
commend anto their obſervation one concluſionmore that 
ariſeth from theſe words, and then I have done. Tis this, 


Many that profeſſe Chriſtianity, thinking that they 


love and honour Chriſt, may yet hate him as much as the 
Iewes did that crucified him, ; 

The point is cleere from the Apoſtles docttine, where- 
by we ſee, that men may chinke to honour Chriſt by teceĩ · 
ving the Sacrament of hisbody and vitae, hileſt yet at 
that very time they may ſo farte diſhonour him, as to bee 
accounted enemies and haters of kim, ſuch as ſtand guilty 
before God of ſhedding the bloud of that his onely e. 
No Cbriſtian, you may be ſure, would be ſo ſuriouſly mad, 
to goe to the Sacrament with fuch an intent, therein to 
proſeſſe his malice againft Chriſt, and bring upon himſelfe 
the guilt of his bloud : but ſee how bad tis to truſt out own 
good meanings, and how eaſily wee may commit a fault, 
whilſt we verily thinke we doe auoide it. The heart of 


\ 


when tis full of ſecret enmicy and hatred : withall, mans 
heart is ſo ſtrangely deceit full, that it may ſometimes hate, 
where it directly intends to love. The truth ofthis is cer- 
taine, and of ſingular uſe in judging truely of our ſpirituall 
eſtate. I will but briefly rouck in ſ@ mach as concernes our 
preſent purpoſe, od. 20.5. God threatneth to puniſtildo- 
laters to the fourth generation, Yea but why ud God, 
be angry with his trieadsꝰthey honeut God, and would 
not tera world robbe kim of his glory; tis not the crea · 

ture, 


the Gentiles and Iewes, thinking verily that in thus doi 


love Rim, they would 


theres no doubt but the Scribes and Phariſ 
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ture, but him they werſhip in the creature : their piety i 
ſo — towards bim, chat willingly they would — 
have him in their mindes, and what better than an image 
to put them in remembrance? They defire much to have 
their weaknefle helped, and a lively picture isa 
ere to (pets pegs heir — of this 
majeſty is in very modeſty they will not 
ſume into his preſence, but by meditation of a Saint or , 
eli;and he that honors friend, doth not, they hope, 
ſhenour Cod. Thus plead they of the Romiſh Church, 
and the like pretences had the ancient Idolaters among 


2 — 1 =* much — towards * — 
take it ſo? no, in his tat jealouſie he will puniſh 
them and their poſteri 


1 


is ver. 6.worſhippi 
Ivey 


terneſſe of their hearts breake forth ontragiouſſy in all de- 
ſpitefull contempt and cruell uſage of the Lords meflem- 
gers, as all the ſtories gf the Scripture doe teſtific. Againe, 


that Chriſt uſed them very hardly and uncharitably, when 
he told them that chey 9 deedes of their foreſu- 
thets, in murdering ĩhe holy Prophets of the Lord, Chriſt, 


— if he would, might {ce well enough that they were no ſuch 


men, nor ſo bloudy minded, their doingsteſtifiethe e bigh 
opinion they have of the Propbers [for they build the tombes 
of the Prepbeti, and garnife the ſepnlelros of the. 14 


cons: [let 
their ow ne words pc witneſle of their diſlike they have of N. 3. 29, e 3 


fuch ſoule facts, C/ ve, ſay they, bad beene in their dayes of eur 
farbers,we n eld not have beene partners with them in ti 
of the Prophets.) No, would 75 ? chen tis likely a Frophes 


— 


— 
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from t 


ſhall finde honourable entertainement among the Scribes 
and P hariſees, i he live in their daies . Now fee,tis a Pro» 
phet that ſpeakes unto them, that great and only Prophet, 
whercof all others ſpake; namely, the Meſſias: if they ho- 
nour any, they le ſure honour him. Nothing leſſe, the very 
ſame murderous minde their fathers bare towards the old 
Prophets, the ſame doe theſe their children carry 
this Prince of Prophets; witneſſe that of Chriſt, lob. 8. 40. 
[Now yee goe about to bill mee, a that bath told you the 
trutb, vbich I have heard from God.] And as much kindnefſe 
would theſc men have ſhewed roany of the 3 
they been then living, and as cager in rebuki 

for whick Chriſt taxed thoſe times. W , Chrift 
the nngracious temper of their hearts, full of all 
hypocriſie and wickedneſſe, iuſtly prondunceth them guil- 
tie of their fathers fault, and tells them in plaine rermes, 


that {the blond of all the Propherr, 
the —. ſhall bee required — 


, I as yon 


read, Le. 1 1. 47. & ſeg. Againe, ſhould theſe Phariſees 


teive him lo ing 
is turned to ha 
reproaches, and conſpire 


other Iewes, who crucified Chriſt, have beene told before 
hand, how vilely and maliciouſly they would uſe the long 
expected Meſſias, whom they ſo much honoured and deſi- 
red after : with what indignation, thinke you would they 
have defied him that ſhould thus have called their loyalty 
in queſtion? Wel, Chriſt iscome amongſt them; do they re- 
No, now their hote love tothe Meſſias 
and deſpight; they vilific him by baſe 


ainſt him by all meaaes 


ble. Whats now the cauſe o 


this ? did not Chriſt manifeſt 
himſelfe even unto their conſciences what he was? Yes, but 
heres that marres all;'twas another manner of Meſſias that 
they lookt for, a magnificent King, ander whom they 
might domineere over all the world, lĩve in ſtate, and enioy 


their pleaſures ; ſuch a one they expected, ſuch a one 
lov d: as for Chxiſt, he was a poore man in ſhe w, and 


hope they ſaw of great matters by him ; beſides, he was, a 


they thought, too too eager in reforming the monſtrous » 


foward 


vices 


foundation of 
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abuſes of the Iewith Charch; he was.2e Adalacty 
fied of him, [ue purging fire, and like Fullers (ope,. tin 
bamſcle d wal to trie and the (ver, yea evente purific 

ſennes of Levi, and to pur, eee e 
Her unto the Lord an offering ” fa. Mal 3. 2.3. 
He fals foule upon the ambition, coyetouſnes, hypocriſie, & 
other great enormities ofthe Phaxiſees, Scribes, and chieſe 
Rulers ; he ſpares none, but freely dro wry? olfendor, 


and ſmites xr every ſharp twordged 
ſword, which gecth out of his month. This enrageth the 


Corrup —— — ee 
— inary love do to 
fas the honourable and — 
— conceived towards his — 1 4 
gall of bitterneſſe, when once QED $ccom- 
fooled with Learn nn — — 
to thei 
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ont, [ho may abide 1 


rug voy rao ufo 2. Nec! — not 
abide it with anypatienct, nor canany whoſe hart» are like 


unto theirs: 
Now the cauſe of all this, y men indeed may hate 


that good they ſeeme to love, is from tat perpetual en- 


mity which is betweene the fleſh and the ſpirit, compete 
on and A bad man thats 
we res projet much oye ding ofthe Goſel 
and of Religion. and hee may forthe preſent 
thinkes : but in the meane while he is not aware, — 
there remaines in him a roote of birtcrnefle; deeply ſaſtned 
in his nature, which till n makes all religi- 
va diſtaſtefull to him. Theres in him an habituill corrupt 
of his he art, that ſtands utterly —— and 
rand let it hee bur once ti y the preaching 
—— offi Word, yon ſhall ſee — thut 
the man who made ſhew of much — affection to 
nnn. in ſierce rage — 
Ez ward 
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ward malice againſt them, his heart ſwels with veryſcorne 
and diſdaineto be brought in obedience urder the com- 
mands of the Word; and no he teſtifies to all the world, 
that he cares not a button for God, for Chriſt, for Prophet, 
for Apoſtle, for Miniſter, for all or any of them: they are 
none of his friends that will crofle him thus in his content - 
ments, and hee will be an enemy to all that thus cautroule 


W herfore you (ce how dar geteus tis to truſt our ſelyes, 
wherein without great heed taken, we may be Chriſts bie- 
ter enemies M hen we thinke we are his deare friends. Let 
this be obſeryed by thoſe that are apt to thinke; Oh if 
Chriſt liv'd on the carch, or the Apoſtle Pan or ſome other 
of thoſe famous men were alive to preach unto us, Wer 
would honcur them with all poſſible reyerence,we would 
kiſſe the ground they trod on, chaine our eates te their 
lips, ſollow them, hearg them, obſerue them, doc as they 
bid vs. Fond conceito Sf en bar knaw not what they 
ſay : ſuch was the opinion of the Phariſees touching the 
old Prophets [ Ob bad we then lived, ce.) ſuch wasthe rich 
mans dreame in hell, (06, farber eAbrabam, bus if one come 
from the dead.] Wee know how vaine theſe imaginations 
Were, and will alwayes prove. Men admire vtitue hen 


they ſee it not, and the old proverbe is true, Dead men doe 


not bite: The Prophets are dead, Chriſt is gone to heaven 
Paul preaches no more, their names are now moſt honou- 
rable ʒ tis a credit to bee cheir Diſciples, and as for their 
writings, we can chuſe cither not to reade them, or not to 
apply them. But did we indeed ſce the holineſſe, humilcy, 
zcale,ſeverity againſt ſinne, ſtrictaeſſe ef convetlation, ill 
living and breathing in theſe men : were Chiiſt againg in 
that his humbled eſtate, or any of his ſervants to preach 
untous out of eur Pulpits, ſhould they with their accu» 
ſtomed boldneſſe and zeale freely rebuke the diſorders that 
arc amongſt all ſorts ot men, the Acheiſme,Infidelity, Pro- 
faneneſſe, Pride, Luxur), Oppre ſſion, &c. that are now in 
the Chriſtian world ; Chriſt mull be cruciſied againe, and 
; ſcorned 


— — 
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ſcorned as much as ever, Paw ſhould againe be accuſed by 
many a Trtellus for a peſtilent fellow, and mover of ſedi- 
tion throughout the world, Ad. 24. 3. t would 
make a complaint upon: Favor to Icreboam, chat Amer hath 
conſpired againſt Kim in the midſt of the houſe of Iſtuel, 
and that the Land is not able to beate all his werds, Ae 
7. to, Alus would againe call Eluab a troubler of Iſtael, 
and his enemy, becauſe hee reproves him of his Idelatry, 
covetoulncefle,and murder, 1 King.1 3.17.6 2.20-Leoke 
what mcaſure they found in their times, the ſame they 
ſhould finde. The reaſon is manifeſt from that of — Prov. 25· 25 
[the rightion: is an abomination to the wic] im a 
ungodlineſſe abhorres the fcllowfhip of halinefle & puri- 
tie; they that doe evill will hate the lights and that of 
Chriſt ſtands good for ever, [ob.7.7.[T be world bareth me , 
be canſt Treftifie of it that the wor ker thereof are i.] It ha- 
ted him then in his ewne p ” him now in his 
Word, Sacraments, Minifttts,and Ambaſſadors, altwhich 
are by — * men, yet calling them for Chriſtians, de- 
rided, ſcoffed, contemued and 7 — — by a thou- 
land indighities : ind hate hit will atl;folong as Chriſt 
by his Word & Miniſters fill rebuke men ofall their un- 
Saal) doings, It is not poſſible that men ſhould ever love 
in whom as Sa, = NVibil vident ſwam, quoni- 
am Diiroram; they (ee noching agreeablerotheirown hu- De Gub.ls, 
mours,becauſe al rhings agreeable co Gody will. , 
To conelude then, let us not thinke,thar becauſe wee are 
baptized, profeſſe Religion, beare the Word, receive the 
Sacrament ; wee ate theretore ſuch as doe truely love and 
honour the Lord leſus Chriſt. No, let us goe upon a ſurer 
—.— that is that m aſt certaine and i — 
which Chriſt gives, [obu 15 14. LTec. are my friends if you 7 
de whtſerver — Hee loves him truely that 52 2 / 2 5 8 
loves to obey him, and for his fake will ber content to doe 7 fours fo 
any thing he bids him: be diſobedient, and pretend what 2 
then wilt, thou arc an enemy of Chriſt, and Chriſt an ene- 
mie of thine. Thinke of this ſeriouſiy as manyas God ſhall 


touch 
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touch their hearts to goe unto the Sacrament, that they 
may firſt purge their ſoules of their inward rebellion, and 
naturall barred of Chriſt, leſt whilſt they in the Sacrament - 
ſeeke for lite by his death, they become guilty of his death. 
And remember, that is the hloud of Chriſt ſprinkled on the 
ſoule by an holy faith, ſpeakes better things than the bloud 
of Abel namely, ſor mercy and parden to bee given us; ſo 
where tis deſpiſed and troden under foot, being ceunted as 
an unholy thingy lt cries much {owder for vengeance than 
did the bloud of Abel, and deſerves i ſorer puniſhmenc 
than any. tranſgreſſion againſt CHoerLaw,Heb.10.28,29, 

Thus we have ſeene the nature and quality of this finne 
of Vnworthy partaking at the Lords table: it followes 
that we goe forward unto the meanes which the Apoſtle 
here preſci ibes for the avoiding of this finne, and that is 
diligent examination of a mans (elfe before hee comeunta 
the Sacrament, This the Apoſtle ſets downe, verſ. a8. in 
theſe words, — a 

imbereſore let a mas examine bimſe!fe, and ſo let bim c of 

that Bread and drinks of that Cap. 

The words need ñdt any curiefity in the divifion or ins 
ter pretation of them. The fence is plaine : Heres a duetie 
commanded unto us, thats Examination of ones ſelſe; and 
here the time or particular occaſion that requires it, thata 
Before we come to tbe Sacrament. Tis not put to aur diſ- 
cretion, the words are imperative: Let a man examine, let 
bim cate ; He muſt doe both, but ſirſt examine, then eate · 
The practicall concluſion that hence iſſues out is this. 

[It is a neceſſary duty of every one, ſirſt, to examine him - 
ſelfe before heprefume to come to the Lords Table.) 

In unfo diag unto you this point of molt excellent pra · 
ctice in Chriſtianity, let us aſcend a little from the parti- 
cular to the generall ; firſt touching upon the nature, neceſ- 
fity, and uſe of Selfe-ex1mination conſidered at any time, 
then deſcending tothe explication of-this ducty, with its 
particular relation to the Sacrament. 

To examin: ones ſelfe is in briefe, to take a true 2 
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af our ſpirituall eſſate in grace, This done by compari 
our preſent condi what wee finde inoue — 
the Scriptures. The Scriptures are they that ſuppiy untd 
us all Articles to be inquired of : telling us what is 
and required of us, what ev ill, asd forbidden to u. 
acquaint us wich the nature eſeuerꝝ ſinne, of 
making a 2 — the kindes ook 
both. ROW 2 man queſtion himielfe uponfuch 
2 ere 7 2 — 2 — ſinnet arc forbid- 
en in the Word, and the and hve in the pra- 
Rice af them are wicked and gragcledle perſons. Am Lone 
of them thr deli din luch thing Againe, Such and 
ſuch graces and daueties ate required of all thoſe that are 
truely good and godl ie men, Have I thoſe graces? Doe I 
practice thoſe dugties ? The conſcience being thasexami- 
ned, will returaca te anſwer to every queſtion,” Nea or 
Nay- Whenee it mallbocafn togive errue cenfute bens 
Þ [eltace, Matters us in tc 
f i ords, ſelfe-examing- 
unto you 


* 


1gno- 
tobe run 


into, but be y — — to thoſe that 


take ng 
is decei 


Which reſolution how dangerous it is, will (gone app 
to any that can unadexſtand * milchieſes deb er 


; namely, 


— * . 
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y, hardneſſe of heart mptuous boldnefſe in fine 
— danger to tall from bad to worſe, aad a 
fearcfull preparation for all fa: are terrors. There is no Mil- 
ſtone or Adamant ſounycelding to the ſtroke of the ham- 
mer, as is that heart which hach once for all taken up this 
concluſion, All is wel with me.Counſel him iſh kim 
threaten him out of the Werd, Lapids dirt (in another 
ſenſe) he heates you not, you may hold your ſelfe quiet, het 
is well and warme, what doe yeu diſquietinghimꝰ Diſco · 
ver unto him the danger —— as hre follows ; 
chat if he continue therein hee runnes upon his owne crer- 
nall ruine and deſtruction, you move him not a jet, except 
it be to choler: in which, for your courtcfie, he le returue 
ſuch an anſwer as this ; Sir, ſhift for ſelſe, care not 


all that you lay — 
gocs 1 ar 
rear folly. Be Jackacarclefle regard 


e ſtate, throwes a manrevery moment u 
nexpected dangers. Hee that knowes — 
how bad he is. aſſuredly he cannot tell ho bad he ſhall he. 
We walkc among ſnares, and _— CE laid for us, 
which way ſoever wee turne our ſelves abeut: to prevent 
theſe.there needs great wiſedome and watchfulneſſe; hee 
that hath neitherꝭ can hee hope to eſcape taking > When 
the prudent arc oftentimes caught; what hall become of 
raſh and heedleſſe adventurers? Surely pct us 
what is the iſſue of ſuch wretchleſſe and 'i)|-adviſed men 
when God in his righteous judgement ſhall ſuffer them to 
fall upon ſome tempta tions, chat fic their ſecret, but 
to themſelves nnknowne corruptions, they take fire at the 
firſt Kroake,and breake out into thoſe vile impieties w hen 
tven themſelves aloretime could not thinłe of without de- 
teſtation. Buc yet theres a miſery worſe than all this : 
when once God ſhall awake ſuch a ſleepy conſcience, and 
tente off that covering wherewith ſloath and ſecurity had 
mafllcd and over-ſpreadic. When by ſome notable judge 
ment fallen en & man, God ſhall guicken — an 
me 


— — — 


— 
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receiving t S487 ament . 


— 


membrance of his former iniquities, or hen ſickneſſe 
faall ſeaze on him, ſummoning him to death, and death ta 

0 when hee ſhall ſec his ſianes (ct in erder beſote 
him, and large rolles of inditement written him, 
within and without fall of finncs and woes: thinke you 
not that a man hath then rewarded evill unto his ſoule, by 
n — which watch- 

ſe in time would have prevented? Oh what a maze is 
ſuck u nu in, who hath fo many to be made 
up; when new and old muſt be reckoned for at ence, when 
ſo many thouſand theuſand debts are to be cleared, where- 


oo pry ac hp 


farthing diſcharged ? 
Had it not becbe — ——ů— 
betimes, r all ings ts 
right,to have gotten the debt · booke croſſed, the 
on cancelled, and a di fealed up anto our 


* might one bare rejoyced 
— — — all thoſe 
terroti, which ntterly overwhelme thoſe cureleſſe — 
whois theſe es of peacc and health never remcabred 
or es 
Ar is the of this 
duetie of examination, neglected : the benefit that comes 


plain 
be inthe Faith, whether Chriſt be in us, yea or no who- 
ther we be dead in ſinne, or alive to righteoaſnefle 2 wee 
Hall ſce what graces we have, what we want, what cor » 
ruption we have overcome, hat doe yet Overcome us, 
+ What godly duties we practiſe, what we omit, where wee 


dec well, where wee faile, This will diſcover anto the 

whole temper of our ſoules, what evil aFeRion is Rrongeſt 

in us, in what thing we are 2 denn 
2 
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be the more heedfull to prevent a danger : againe, what 
graces are weakeſt inus, what moſt uſefull for us, that ſo 
we may get theſe, and ſtrengthen thoſe. This particular di- 
{tin&knowiedge of our (elves, vill bring forth theſe three 
bleſſed effects. | 
1. Wakefulneſſeand tendetneſſe of Conſcience. Hee 
that is choroughiy acquainted with the ſtare of his body, 
tha: kaowes wha: diſh is burefiall, hat bedlchfull'to him ;,- 
he chat hath found what the danjer of a ſirfeit is, will be, 
you may be ſu e, wary of his diet and courſt of living, Na- 
rute learnes us this care over a crazie body, and grace will, 
teach as much watchfulneſſe over a ane 7725 ec that 
hath taken thorough notice of the great diſtempers of his 
heart, how quickly enticed by every temptation to pra 
&iſe any evill, to neglect any good duties: Hee that hach 
fouud how ougly and fearefull the face of ſinne it, hen 
it 1s preſented in its true ſhape, ſtripped of JU its. 
eaſures or profits, and accom - ohely With Gods 
ud curſe. He that hath fourd what 1t is to- venter 
upon ſinne, with the loſſe of Gods favour, the joy of the 
holy Ghoſt, the peace and ſweeteſt repoſe of a good con- 
ſcience, blame him not, my Brethren, it hee be affraid of; 
ſinne. Doe not cenſure him for fooliſhly precilefgt bes o- 
ten as ke, and inquire, and doubt in many particulars of his. 
practice, not daring to hazzard himſeſfe where haply het 
ſees others goe on confidently. Nay, bleſſed is this tempter 
of the heart, if chat of me be true, [Bleed ij bes that 
feareth alwayes.} By how much more odious is the ſiane of 
thoſe, who in theit hearts deſpife this tenderneſſe of conſcĩ- 
ence, and withcheir tongues Haile, revile, and cutſe it, 
deeming it the ſigne of a filly effeminate mind to be affraid 
of any ſiuue, elpecially of ſaall offences ? But erer let thoſe 
that heate the faces of men, and name of Chriſtians deteſt 
ſuch impiety, that,tramplcs under foote wick ſcorne and 
diſdaine, che moſt precious com fort of a Chriſtians ſoule, a 
Good Conſcience. Thoſe men will then ſee their errour, 
when od ſhall coole the heate of their high bloud,and re- 


bete 


| 


bus the edge of their furious i 

upon thetr = ofaiffiQp1,a eee ah 

rod of hisin gon Then the offc thats g 
conſcience, ſoftned by grace VBythe \Þrinkli 


10 
of the blond of Chriſt, 4 the guilt of fine, is = 


worth than millions ofrhoſe — ſeafarts,” wherein 
only,chey ſotnerigirs ag eine be — e 


fou 

2. . nl He chir fflall often foo : face in th 
klaſſe of the Lay of = * which will not make him 
one jot fairer or foater chan ite is, but tray — un. 


to him af bm deform, eee _ 


to full it love With HY 
to try himſclfe by this Lag! he e ee 


on of holincfſe commanded! dat not t 
this he ir tüm 


lets him ſee that he hach = 
v hat eve other an thinke 
by hie 


evill, ind Ob little good] 
highty and hondbrably hers 


eviled, repro . prafiye ro 
aan i ax | 


hecanbein another's Eres when . Are aoks on 
— — gtory: When os fis fins his qwne 


ſhame : which breeds in ht iom 1 
thunkfalnefforoGod, Wit off Sue ti good 
and careſulneſſe in hitiſelfe hit good ber thay! 
much better. 
3. True Peace and Comfort in life and death, Often 
reckoning — * makes long friends. Tis 
GS 3 


never 
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never truer than in this matter : Hee that often cals hime 
ſolle toa ſtrict account, judging hinaſelſe for his tranſgreſ- 
fions, weeping over them in godly ſorrew, never ceoling 
till pardon be obrained; this man alone poſleflech his heart 
in peace and comfort. Hee knowes God is at peace with 
him, and therefore nothiag can pat him to much feare or 
trouble: which makes him with mach quietneſſe and teſo · 
tution expect the approach of all adverſity, of ſickneſſe, of 
death, of jadgement. Again,wheras the joy of a mans heart 
in this lite is, that hee ſhallbe ſaved in the life to come; 
this can never bee ſound where no examination is had, 
upon what reaſons and certaine grounds this hope is built. 
Many have fel ſhort ef that they looked after, becauſe they 
expected heaven,yyhen it did not belong to them. A ſev ere 
triall of our ſelves will prevent this errot, and give e xaſt 
notice of the truth of ſuch graces, which God hath given 


us as pledges of future oy, that ſa ſhall ax, } in 
12 7 — 
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the hope of Talvation be full ' 
and peace will be by this means conliant, w 
frequent examination of eur hearts, and watchh — 
ver out Wayes, wee ſhall pre vent many ſinnes cat would 
wound our conſciences, and pierce our heatts theo wit 
many lorrowess n 
Pfes Leu ſee the duety ; but all this is nothing worth 
the knowing, unleſſe you will practiſe it, The practice, I 
confefle, is hard : men being loch to ſec that by themielves 
which they like not ; and Satan, as loth men ſhould do that 
which he knowes would doc them good. Fot man, tis im- 
poſſible to him to perfwade the heart; but oh thou, thar 
Bleſſed Spirit of Grace, which ſpeakeſt to the heart of the 
unwilling,to make them willing to every good work, per 
{wade your hearts and mine to the ſerious practice of this 
moſt Chriſtian duety. My beloved Brethren, I cannot but 
de earneſt in this matter, becauſe, who can hut lee and he- 
waile the backwardneſſe aud generall neglect of us all in 
this point? Tis a ſhame to ſee the careleſneſſe of moſt, chat 
ſeeke to know all things but themſelves · They enquire al- 
der 


for receining the Sacrament. 


a all ik 88 withia them. Their mindes 
are as ill ſer as their they can turne neither of them 
inward. Speake I this ef the unlearn:d, or of the learned 
rapping rat Pur tis no breach of che. 


the pickers own oe 
the of Arte & — Foe waves 
ö toules: Hew many arc there a- 


— — with Ded Pa 13 19.59. [ beve 
—— — | 
— have a thouſand matter to tine on all the day | 
ight tos, the werke, the yeareburwhbolics | 

— — on himſcife, thus with his | 
owne heart; What am 12 What doe 17 How live Such a | 
ceurſe I follow, is it good and lawfull ? Such I doe | 


not,ere duet y, yea er no? In God my AmT 
Teens ras 74 
to day. this very houre, wheres my ——— Ia bee fe- 

oft tha accuſations of 
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heid mee in eombate then e What 
now. char I had not then*Do we 
owne heurtt, upon out beds, or ln our ſtudies? — when 


God lookes downe from heaven — === 


. 


— tobe wanting among = many que ſtions, as art 
e dur ſcanned by us. Hence it comes, that moſt of us, 


43 


— 


ic of 


fe- 


when e are brought to the eee by others 
or our du ut conſeienc ea to anſwer, di 5 touching 
the eſlate of o vues ii matters berweene God ard us, 
we ſhuffle and ſhift it oft, wic han, Ithinke ſo, I hope well, 
per ſw ade my it ſe all ſhall bee well, I ſhall dee gs well as 
men of my 1apke:but in ike meanetime, all tic hapes 
and good opinions got upon no eren d 
at all. Me thinkes that admonition of the Apoſtle, - Heb. 3, 
2 2. ſhould thake us out of this lazis humour [Take beede, 
Bretbr en, leſ tere be in apy of 508 an evill heart of nunbeliefe, i 
departing froms the lining Gl.] Locke to it, a man — 
ſtarke naught, and yet thinbe himſelſe good. z it ſtandg us 
in harid to goe upon ſure pioſe info weighty a buſine fle, 
and not upon blinde ſurmiſes aad groundlefle preſumpti- 
ons. Here there ſore let me cxhort you to obſerve two di- 
1. To take allo nities that ſhall hee offered ns ſo 


x the exerciſe of this ut y. We are not et all times alike dis 
poſed tu chis; there are ſpeciail occaſions that fit us for jt. 


Many times one ſad accident or other turnes home our 
thought to our ſelves, and makes us fee what we are in 0» 
ther men. The loſſe of a deare friend. the ſound of a paſſing- 
bell, the ſig he et a dying man, hatł a ſtrange; vertug many 
times, to compole a diſoldered heart, putting it into an ex- 
cellent calmeneſſe to attend any religious imploy ment. 
Sometimes a Set mon hach ſet us to rights, and ſent us 
home quickned wick muc h holy affect ian mare than ordi 
nary- Sometimes vacation from al; buſineſle, lends many 
a filent and {tiil houre. Sometimes a fit of naturall melan- 
choly and pcaſivenc ſſe, makes us apt for ipbred ſpecilati- 
on · Sometimes a waketull bed calls upon us to examine 
our beat ts. Many ſuch occaſions God oſſcts, if wee were 
wiſoto ſet them; and willing to make ule of them. Much 
were gained in this, and all other Chriſtian practices, by 
the obſervatioa of ſuch ſcaſonableopportunit is ĩt aur folly 
and floath did not robbe us of ſo great a benefit. 
2. If opportunities will not bee had of their one offe- 
| ring, 
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Mi chen make ſome: Spare an houre in a werke, or a day 
in a monerh for this buſine ſſe. Certaialy tis ſtrange how 
we poll over the time of this our ſhort pilgrimage: wee 
ente away one part, ſſeepe away another, idle away a third, 
and of the remainder God _ farre the leaſt part. Doe 
we ſpend two houres of foure and twenty in religious ſer- 
vices? Nay'one were a faire allowance with moſt of us. 
What hall we ſay ? Is not heaven worth the having? or 
my a man ſocafily get thither ?or muſt God give it us 
when we ſeeke not after it? Let them bluſh for ſhame of 
their intolerable careleſneſſe, who have ſo much or ſo lit- 
tle to doe, that they never could ſpare day or houre for 
theſe axedirations, to ſet themſelves of purpoſe upon a 
thorough examination of their owne hearts and lives. Tis 
ſingular prefancncfle for a man that hsth a God to ſerve, a 
Sonle to ſave, a Heaven to hope for,a Hell to feare, Sinnes 
to be avoyded, Graces ta be yet not to find an hoare 
ſpare to thinke aftheſe weighty affaires, Tell mee not 
chou haſt a — * ſtudy, many buſineſſes that requite 
i 


thy preſence and and cheu canſt not intend all. 
Intend thou the — ; » _ ** ion 3 Diligence. 
in acalling, knowledge of arts, skill of lahguages 3 in 2 
word, Learning will neverbringa maa to heaven ; tis Re- 
igion muſt dos that · That ls good in its time and N 
this only abſolutely W ben love of learning a 


tell thes tis needfull thou bee a ſchollar, let 

ove to God and thy foule make anſwer, tis more needfull 
thou be a Chriſtan : care for that, but not beſote this. 
Moreover, know this that convenient ſeaſons wiſely che- 
ſen and ſpared from civill imploy ments urtoreligioui ex- 
erciſes, nevea hinder but bleſſe all other our affaire 
tſweado thy ſelfe now of this truth. which one day thou 

t not buſt but acknowledge, That thoſe daies and 
houres which are ſpeot in prayer, in faſting, in examinati- 
on ofthy heart, and ſuch other exerciſes of repentance, 
Fn? a progres true peace and comfort upon thy 
death lied, than all other times ofthy life beſides; Who 
H fore 


5 


) — 


——ʃ 


— * 


Chriſtian airetli 


fore be wile, and redeeme the ſeaſon: and thou that at 
buſieſt employ ments, canſt every weeks,every day, ſinde a 
{pare houre for to talke with a friend, to ſport, to doe no- 
thing, to doe evill; ſave this waſte, and turne it to a better 
uſe, and let God have that ſmall part, Who deſerves all 
Beloved, let me heartily intreate you, to reſerve toyour 
ſelves ſometime for theſe purpoſes, I will tint no man 
and I thinke, I ſhall over · burden none, If I ſhould per- 
ſwade each one to ſet apart from all buſineſſe an houre ot 
twraine in a week, a day in a moneth, for this ſpit itual exet 
ciſe, Our great negligence, gives occaſion of deſpairing, 
that we fhall never equall thoſe rare patteraes of holinefle, 
which chis and other ages have commended unto us; who 
thought it no wearineſſe, every night to {can the actions of 
the day, evety weeke, moneth, and yeare, to make ſut vuy 
of what had been done in that time. Their induſtry was 
bleſſæd, and they eniqyed the fruits thereof, in al abundant 
increaſe of graces and comforts, and the world cannot but 
acknowledge it. Let us follow them, though wee cannot o- 
vertake them; and wee alſo, to aur endeavour, 
may expect a bleſſing too, in all increaſe of grace and peace 
unto our ſoules. 

Thus of this duecy in generall,as fitting to bee uſed. by a 
Chriſtian at all convenient occa ſions: let us come to conſi- 
der of it, as it is a ſpeciall preparation before the receiving 
of the Sacrament, when by no meanes it ought to bee neg- 
lected. Whoſoever will cate of that Bread. and drinke ot 
that Cup, muſt firſt examine himſelſe. zb 

This 1. Excludes from the Sacrament all ſuch, aa tho» 
rough naturall or caſuall impoteney, are not able to exa- 
mine themſels: as Children, Fooles, Madmen. 

2. The neceſſity of this practice, leades us to enquire 
whereinthis — conſiſt, that every one may 
know how todiſcharge himſelſe therein. In generall, the 
ſamme of this triall, is, Vhether we come.worthily to the 
Sacrament, or no. Now to make us fit and w parta- 
kers of the Sagrament, there are required in us _ 

oprorg .- 


toferc harh been ſhewed)divers ſpirituall grace „erco 
whoſecver is deſtitute, he y profancs this holy er- 
dinance, and yreoeiv himſelfe guil- 
tic of the Death of leſus Chrift, Wherefore wer muſt 
know what thoſe are, and whether they be in us in 
truth, yes or no, There are chiefly theſe Graces required 
in a worthy receiver, Faith, Repentance, Charity i rouch- 
ing which wee are to cnquire after ſome certaine and in 
fallble reles whereby we may de amd that wee have or 
—— This I ſhall doe briefly in every one of 
them. 

Fer the triall of our Faith, whereby we firmely reſt our 
leules upon the promiſe of ſalvation in Chrift, we have 
theſe twocertaine markes to diſcovet the truth of it unto 
— | 

1. Equality ef Obedience unto all Gods Commande- 
ments: True Faith hath alike reſpect ro every word of 
God. — — — os = 7 
beleeves the reſt alſo ; beeauſe hee all is of God. 
W hoſoever therefore ſhall ſay, That hee doth this 
worke, or leaves that ill practice, ont of Faith in 
Word, becanſc he beleeves Gods commands, prokibiti- 
ons, and threatnings in ſuch and ſuch particulars; this man 
tells ana lie, it his conſtenteadeavour be not the 
„ Wherein his Faith and Obc- 
dicnee ſtands i uato Sold, as deeply, upon as ſtrict 
tetmes, as in thoſe few things that he obſerves. This point 
hathbeene heretofore more at large handled in its proper 

; and therefore now I doe but name it. Let it alwaies 
remembred as an infallible triall of that Faith which is 
ſound aud fincere, Looke we then every man into his life, 
and take we good heed to our waies, whether they bee 
{trait or creoked : If thy practices bee uneven, that thou 
obeyeſt in ſome things, not in others, taking liberty to 
no, where picaſares, profits, or any predominant 
affeRion craves ſervice and fſarisfation at ch 


. 


hands, doing iuſt ſo much of Gods will, as may ſtand wi 
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ſame in all other parti 


Zeus 


Reper 


Chonrily, 


Chriſtian directions 


OO TIES 


thine own and other mens good liking : In this caſe, thou 
muſt ſecke for true Faith, for as yet thou haſt it not. But if 
thy courſes be regular and uniſot me, that in ail things thou 
unfainedly endeavoureſt to bring thy will to Gods will, 
offering thy hearty obedience to every thing that he com- 
mands thee, to things that croſſe thee and the worid, as 
well as that content either; not caring who be offended, ſo 
God be pleaſed by thine obedience: In this caſe thou maiſt 
re joyce in that thou haſt a ſure teſtimony in thy ſelſe,: 
thy Faith is without falſhood and hy pocriſie. 

2. Truſting on God inall temporall matters. Gods 
truth is the ame in promifes of this life, as in thoſe of the 
life to come. Wherefere he that affirmexs,that hee beleeves 
undoubtedly God will be gracious to his ſaule, accordin 
to his mercitull promiſc in Chriſt; if he tell true, hee mu 
alſo belee ve undoubtedly, that God will provide for: his 
bopy, according tothoſe ling promiſes, which hee hath 
made in matters of this life. Hee then that being placed in 
low eſtate, ſeekes by indirect meanes of bribery and flat- 
tery toclimbe higher, diſdaining to wait on the provident 
hand of heaven, which will ſoone finde a fir advancement 
for him, when he is fit for it : Hee that is in poverty, and 
will grow rich, or that is rich, and will become mightie 
by fraudulent and unjuſt practices; Hee that is wealthy, 
ſtored with ſufficiency in temporall bleſſings, yet ſtill cares 
and ſears, leſt he fhould want, and fall to beggery: He that 
darcs not be liberall to the poor. for feare itſhould impove- 
riſh his eſtate : Hee that in adyerſity makes flefh his arme, 
putting his truſt in his purſe, his wits, his friends, making 
haſte for his eſcape by all unlawfull ſhifts, leaping the wal, 
not ſtaying till God open the priſon doore : He that dares 
not cruſt God with his children, fearing their miſcarviape, 
except himfelfe ſec them well provided for: all theſe and 
the like have not learned as yet, what it is truely to be- 
leeve the promite of mercy of Chriſt Ieſus, when as they 
dare not take Gods word for ſmaller matters. Tis certaine 


be doth not indeed truſt God with his ſoule, that dares — 


' truſt him with his eſtate- Bur when mall occdtions' and 
conditions of this lie, a man —— wait on Cod, 
uſing lawfull meanes, commieting the ſaceeſſe to God, pre 
— himſelf with contentedneſſe for every — 
ver God thatl diſpole of matters : thizgconfident and quiet 
reſolatipn. fiowes from the Rtedfaſt-a2pprehcnfion oi that 
lorious and rich mercy, which God hach rouchfafed” to 
Ris loule 3 which makes bias Felt Altre, that all things 
needſull will bee ſupplied in ſeaſon for the telieſe of body 
and cate. his far the triall of our Faith. h Qu 
The ſecond Grave to be onquited after, is Repentance ; 
which we may deicribe tobe, R ſyirituall {ſorrow for ſinne 
joyned with a true hatred ofie, ' Theres in wurd grieſe for 
the fat, and the offence thereby given un God: And 
theres. in ward hatred or averſion of the heart, from che 
— — Gnae . in us — 
ab the n Ny ee 
proper markes wherofure'exprefled by the Apoſtle, z. C. 
7-1 f. We cannet runne over "the particalers, let us take 
the generall ſumme, wherounto they may be caſt; and that 
is, + This is a ſure marke thar will never 
faile / hee that in truchuiſlikes and ſorrowes for his ſinne, 
he will · endravour to amend ir. They ae alwaies ioyned 
together, Repent and Amend your lives. He that can con- 
feſſe ſinne, ſpeake agaĩati ſinue, and weepe for ſinne; yet 
alter a while gcturne freely to the practice of finne 3. be- 
leeve hum nat, theres ſeven aboꝶinations in his heart: hee 
loves ſinne in his very ſoule, even then when bis « 
and his eyes ſeem to proclaime his deteſtation of it. There 
may be. I confeſſe, a relapſe into the fame fault, thorough 
much infirmity and violence of temptation : but a willing 
continuance in an ill courſe, and Repentance, are 
mterly incompatible. Wherefore this triall is cafic ; fee 
what reformatien there is in they tie ; if when thou haſt 
been repraved by the Word fer ſuch faults, as thou knows 
eſt oy xe gue of, rbine heurd hath ſimicten; and thy 
{oulc hamblcd within thee withthat n 
H 3 | 
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hath brought forth a [full reſolution and conſtant ene ta- 
r 
Penitent Convert ; but the | ict 
Gcd mercy, aad aſterward holde ſt on ſtill in — 
godly practices, then reckon thy ſelſe to be as thou art, an 
Imp:nitent and Obſtinate ſinner. This of Repentance, 
N. xt followes, : 99 000 G1 bent u 
The third grace ta he inquired into, and that is Chari. 
tic. This is a large word. and hath reference ſometime to 
God, ſometime to Man. Charity or Love towards God, is 
not properly that grace which here wee underſtand, Tis 
true, the beart of man ought to bee repleniſhed with bea 
venly love unto God and Chriſt, in all ſpirituall exerciſes; 
and eſpecially in this Sacrament, wherein their love to 
him is ſo graciouſly revealed. But the triall of the two 
former graces, will quickly ſhew what true Love of God 
there is in ns: He that Obeyes,Beleeves:He that Amends, 
Repents. The very ſame, Obedience und Reformation, are 
the touch · flone of our Love to God, according to that in- 


u N. -fallible Canon ſet downe by our Saviour, leh, 14. 13. L 
4 MW Deen love mee keepe my colmandements.) He that will not do 
2 


what God would have, he hates God & Ieſus Chriſt at the 
very heart, let him make, never fo great ſhewes of love 
unto them · But we paſſe from this, to that Charity which 
properly comes here to be enquired after, vic. that which 
reſpecteth man; which in generall,is that affectiou of the 
heart, whereby we wiſh good unto our neighbour as to our 
ſelves and are willing, iu what wie are able, to doe him that 
good, we weuld have done to our ſelves in his caſe. This 
affection is branched by the 4 poſtle Peter, 2. Pet. 1. 5. into 
two parts; I. Brotherly Kinaneſſe, and 2. Love. Thats more 
——νε— pecting man as a Chriſſian, made one of the 

ouſnhold of Faith, and of that bleſſed number of thoſe, 
whom Chriſt is not aſhamed to call Brethren. This is 
moie generall, reſpecting man as a man, made like unto us 
in one communion of Nature. Let us ſee what may be the 
triall of our Charity both waies. 


1. Of 


1. Ot our Loveuncothegadiy. The proofe hereot is 
this: If it be indifferent, without reſpect of Perſonsꝝ if it he 
conſtant, of Times. He truly loves a righ- 
teous man in the name of a righteous man, becauſe hee is 
fach, that can — = — — _ affeQi. 
on any where,w ach placed his, be he ſtranger 

honourable or baſes tis 


or , Medne Or , 
all one, if God 


have caſt his love upon him, thats ſufficient 
ro make him worthy of any mans love in the world:Does 
his eſtate alter, and fals he into diſgrace with the world, in- 
to petſecut ion, into pore — failcs not for all this. 
Tis not affliction ſhal divide bet een n foule,&the - 
ſoule of Davie, Relig ion ties no iuen looſe knots berweene 
Gods love to us, or our love one to another. Nor tribula- 
tion, nor anguiſh, nor perſecution, nor famine, nor naked - 
neſſe, nor perill, nor the ſword, nor death, nor any thing 
can ſeparace us hom the love of God our heavenly Father ; 
and how then ſhould theſe things worke in thoſe, that art 
[ his children, a breach of affection one towards another ? 
But now on the contrary fide, He that loyes Religion in a 
rich, gentle, ornobleman, but ſleights it in a poore and 
meane man: hee that lo ves the company and commerce 
with thoſe chat are Religions, becauſt they are affable, of 
faire and pleaſant conditions, men of excellent endowa 
ments for learning, policy, &c. becauſe able to doe him a 
good turne or an ill, or in regard they are ſuch as will deale 
truely, and not cozen him : hee that can looke ſtrangely 
upon a good man in adverſity, turning him off with a 

cold words, when he ſeekes for fore helpe at his hands: 
hee that of many children hath ſome truely Religions, yet 
in dividing his eſtate, hath no reſpeR to Grace, to honour 
that wichs ſpeciall bleſſing: hee that ina age defires 
*Þ Religion onely as over · weight to ſo man of gold: 
ſuch mens love unto Religious perſons is meerely coumter 
feit and nobetter than plaine diſſimulat on. 

2. Of our Love thats common to all men- Among os 
ther arguments of. this. Charitable affeRion, 8 — 
n thel e 
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theſe two that are infallible, whereby we may proceed in 
this cial. 13) 8 

I. When a man can truely grieve in the Bvill, and 
heartily rejoyce in the Good that befals our neighbour. 
This is a ſure marke ofa charitable minde, when a man 
can truely grieve at their afflictiona, pitic them in their de- 
cayes, loſſes, diigraces, ſickneſſes; but above all in their 
Sinnes. When a man can viſit them, counſell them, com- 
fort them, reprove them in love aad mildeneſſe, and pray 
heartily for them. Againe, in ſuch good things as befall 
them, if wee can unfainedly rejoyce in them in their gra- 
ces, their civill vertues, their learning. their teputation 
amongſt men, their places of preferment, with the like. If 
we can wiſh them well to thrive with thoſe good things, 
and defire that they may doe much good with them. If we 
can ſpeake well, and thinke well of them, becauſe God, 
the Church, the State hath uſe of them, hat ever rclati- 
on they have to us; yea eſpeclally, thaugh their credit 
ſeeme to obſcure and hinder ours. This is true Charity, 
like that of Moſes, Nam. 1 1.29.[#0uld God that al tb Lords 
prople were Propbets,) Is he Magiſtrate, Miniſter, Scholiar, 
&c.a8 good or better than I am. Would God not he alone, 
hut all others were ſo tao, that amongſt the good, I'were 


if on tz Hr he meaneſi. But on the ot er fide, privily to rejoyce ig 


the evils of other men, to repine at their proſperity, to bee 
diſpleaſed with our ——— being equall, or better 
than our ſelves, and halfe angry with God for making him 
ſo; theſe be ſymptomes ot a bad minde, wherein malice, 
envie, and ſpite, have eaten up all- loving reſpect unto our 
brethren, 

2. Aminde willing to pardon offences done to ns, and 
to ſeeke reconciliation where we have given them, This 
is a very hard matter to put in practice mens minds are 
ſo full ot pride, ſcorne, and maliee. that they cannot ſtoope 
to others: they count it cowardlinefle to put up a wrong 
done them, and baſeneſſe to acknowledge an injury done 
to another · Where fore they reſolv e to take no rens. to 

oe 


for receiving the Sacrament. — » 


doe no tight. This is farre from Chriſtian Charity, which 
is alwaycs accompanied with a patienr, peaccable, and 
humble winde. Wee ſee what men will doe, in caſe they 
have offended their deare friends, whom they much re- 
ſpect; they reſt not till by juſt excuſe,or plaine confeflion, 
they have reconciled themſelves, and wonne their loves 
againe. Why will they not doe ſo towards others? Tis be- 
cauſe they love them not, nor care for the® love; and 
therefore they are ata point: if themſelves receive hurt 
theyle right themſelves if they can; if they doe hurt, let 
others looke to it, and get ſatis faction where: they can. 
But that heart which is charitable, preferres peace and 
good will amongit men, before all ſuch wilde and furious 
reſolutions. He will doe for man what God hath done for 
himſelſe, who hath freely pardoned him farre greater ol- 
fences ; and, though he were the offended party, yet fir} 
ſought reconciliation with him. Thus mach for the exa- 
minationofeur hearts touching theſe ſeverall Graces. - In 
concluſion I will but namerwoqueſtions,and anſwer them 
in one word. | 

1. Whatistobedone,if,after examination, wee finde 
our ſelves unworthy ? 

I anſwer, They that finde their wants of theſe Graces, 
and acknowledge it, mourne for it, pray for the tedreſſe of 
it,theſe are indeed worthy, though not ſo worthy as they 
would be, But for thoſe that neither have theſe Graces, 
nor care tq; have them, ſuch are utterly unworthy. Dogges 
they are,to whom this Bread is not to be given, 

2. What if men ſinde themſelues fit at one time, neede 
they make no other triall at other times? 

Ianſwer 1 Vea, they muſt alwaics examine their hearts. 
The Precept is generall, not limited to this or that time. 
Sinne is deceitfull, and our hearts may be hardened by ſuch 
carcleſnefle. A godly man is not ſo priviledged, but hee 
may receive the Sacrament unworthily, comming to it in 
a careleſſe and prophane manner. And therefore theſe 


Graces muſt ever more be ſet aworke, and freſh _ 
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(till uſeth for rheir increaſe. 

We have done with the fin of Prophanation of theLords 
Table,inY nworthyrecciving of thoſe holy myſteries,men- 
tioned verſ-27. We have alſo ſhewed what is the meanes 
whereby that ſinne may be avoided which is due exami- 
nation of a mans ſelte, ſpoken of, verſ.a 8. Wee muſt now 
goe forward unto the puniſhment ofthis ſinne, when men 
come unto the Saerament unworthily : this is ſet downs 
verſ. 29 intheſe words, 

Fer beethateateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to nimſelſe , not diſcerning the 
Lora body. 

Theſe words containea plaine declaration of that dan- 
ger whereinto men runne, who neglecting duely to exa- 
mine themſelves approach unworthily to the Table of the 
Lord. They bring themſelves in danger of damnation that 
do ſoʒand therfore they had need be very wary & circum- 
ſpect, with what minde, and how diſpoſed, they venture to 
come unto the Sacrament. 

In the words we have two parts: Firſt, The fin of unyor- 
thy rcceiving the Sacrament, mentioned before, verſe 27. 
Here againe repeated with an addition of an interpretatt- 
on, what is meant by cating and drinking unworthily, 
[For be that eateth and drinketh unworthily,) But how is that 
done? the laſt words of the verſe ſhew itl Nor diſcernin 
the Led Body.] Secondly, The puniſhment thats inflite 
upon this ſinne, which is Damnation, or Iudgement, in 
theſe words ¶ Hee eateth and drinketh damnation to him- 
ſelſe.) 

Touch.ng the finne of eating and drinking unworthily, 
we have ſpoken at large heretofore ; for the preſent, I ſhall 
only adde a word or two concerning that clauſe which the 
Apoſtle addes by way of interpretaton,vsz'(Nor di(cerning 
the Lords Boa.) 

The meaning of the phraſe is not obſcure. To diſcern the 
Lords Body, is to pur a right difference beteeen the out- 
ward Elements in the Sacrament, and common breadand 


wine. 


for receiving the Sacrament. 


wine · This difference is not at all in ſabflance,bur inthe uſe; 
the one is profane, the other ſacred;being ſer apart to ſigni- 
fie unto us the benefits of Chriſts death & paſdion. He then 
that toucheth theſe out ward Elements, witkont any due 
regard unto their myſticall uſe, as they ſet forth unto us 
"our Redemption by the Body and Bloud of Chriſt, but u- 
ſeth them as he would doe his ordinary food, hee diſcer- 
neth not the Lords Body, becauſe e, he ſeparateth 
not, nor putteth any diſtinction between the holy and pro- 
fage, but uſeth that which is ſacred in a profane manner: 
Of ſuch that doe this, there axe two ſorts: 1. One Igno- 
rant, that know not the fignification and uſe of theſe ' 
things, who come unto the Sacrament apon meere out- 
ward teſpects, without all regard to the ſpirituall uſe of it. 
They know not poore ſoules, what it is to ſeed on Chriſt 
by Faith, how his fleſh becomes meat indeed, & his bloud 
drinke indeed unto them, they have no skill in ſuch myſte- 
ries as theſe. Bread and Wine they ſec upon a Table, and 
ſome extraordinary ſolemnity in the diſtribation thereof; 
and therefore, as at a great mans table, they behave them- 
ſelves ſoberly and mannerly : and thats all the devotion 
they have,orthinkethey need to have. 2. Another ſort 
are Negligent perſons,that know well enough the end and 
uſe of theſe things, but by reaſon of ſecurity, with other 
worldly and wicked affeQions, they become careleſſe and 
unprofitable partakers of theſc holy myſteries. They ſtirte 
not up their hearts unto the exerciſe of theſe heavenly 
graces unto worthy receiving- They ſtrive not for more 
aſſarance of Faith, in laying hold on the promiſe of grace 
offered them in Chrift ; thetr hearts ate not touched with 
greater ſorrow for ſinne that hath crucified Chriſt, not 
more ardent love unto Chriſt, who by his bloud hath 
waſhed away their ſinnes, nor ſpirituall joy in Chriſt, who 
hath done ſo great things for them. Their reſolutions of 
obedience unto Chriſt are not quickned, with more vigor 
aud conſtancy than before. But in this and all other gra- 


ces, they ate as they were, not 5 whit amended and 8 
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ſed by this ſo holy meanes, as God hath of purpoſe appoin- 
ted for the nouriſhment of grace in the heart, aud obedi 
ence in lite. Both theſe ſorts are faulty, in not diſcerning the 
Lords Body; the one not doing it at all, the other not as 
they ſhould doe it. As in the time of the Ceremoniali Law, 
the ſe that obſerved the Legall Ceremonies either without 
knowledge of their uſe, or without true devotion in faith 
and obedience, both did profane them: ſo is it ſtill ia theſe 
ceremonies of the Goſpell. They doe not diſcerne Lords 
Body, who either miſtake the ſhadow for the ſubſtance, 
ignotantly ſuppoſing nothing elſe is to be looked after,bur 
that which is viſible in the outward Ceremony : or who 
know wheretotheſe Sacramentall Ceremonies tend, but 
out of negligent profaneneſſe, uſe them not with that ſpiri- 
tual aff:ction, which is agreeable to the inſtitution of God: 
Ofthe two faults, tis hard to ſay, which is greater, and 
which the Apoſtle moſt chargeth the Corinthians withal, 
or whether both alike. They were Church, but newly 
converted from Gentiliſme, out of whom twas hard to 
take away, ona ſudden, their former ignorance and pro- 
faneneſſe. They had been inſtructed, hut yet they might in 
many things be miſ-· led through blindacfle. Nevertbelefle, 
profaneneſle ſeemes to have berne the greateſt ſway a- 
mongſt them; offending not ſe much, becauſe they knew 
not hat was their dacty about the Sacrament, as for that 
ckey cared not to obſerve it. 

The concluſion that ariſeth from theſe words of the A- 
poſtle, is this in ihe generall. 

(The worſhip ef God is then profaned, when the Cere- 
mony and outward worke thereof is performed, but the 
pirĩtuall inward ſervice neglected. 

Bread and Wine, breaking, powring out, diſtributing, 
eating aud drinking, all thefe things are bat ſenſible repre 
ſentations of ſpiritiuall good things ; they are the hadow, 
but the ſubſtance is Chriſt ; and therefare if the heart 
dw:ll only upon theſe outward Ceremenics, and Chriſt be 
neglected, the Sacrament, without all doubt, is * | 

od. 
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God hath appointed thoſe things to heipe our inſitmity, 
thereby to aſcend unto higher matters; but not to nouriſh 
is in out weakneſſe, {till to gaze on tranſitory outward 
things. This is a generall rule, not for Sacraments alone, but 
in every part whatſoever of Gods molt holy worſhip, The 
ſetvice of God during the time of the Law, conſiſted much 
of carnall ordinances, as the Apoſtle calls the Sacrifices, 
Meates, Drinkes, divers Waſhings. with ſuch like ourward 
obſervationt in the Iewiſh Church, Hes 9. 10. Bat yet 
then in theſe carnall ordinaices, there was a {pirituall 
worſhip required; namely, that theſe things were to bet 
obſerved with knowledge, in fath, in zcale :0 Gods glo- 
rie, aud with reformation of life, When choſe externall 
rite s were kept without this ſpirituall uſe, of them, wee 
know how meanly and contemptibly God fpeakes of {ach 
a mechanicall worſhip, Ea. I. verſ.i 1. & ſeg. He ſets forth 
his diſpleaſure againſt fuch ſetvices, in alltermes of diſlike 
and diſdaine : telling the people, That the multitude of 
their Sacrifiees is [19 no par peſe, ] that [Hee delight; not] in 
the bloud of bullocks,and fat of fed beaſts, that hee (re- 
quires vo] ſuch things at their hands, that ſuch oblations 
are{vaine] and an [abomination,) their ſolemne feaſts and 
aſſemblies he [cannot away with them, ] chat his L/owle baterb 
th:m]chat [they are trouble to him, and hee i weary to beare 
them.]And wherefore row all this diſdaine of ſuch iCere- 


o N 
moniall worſhip? the reaſon is, verſ 15. [Towr hands re A th 
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Jul of bloud.] Againe, Chap. 66. 3. hee ſets it out to the 
full how acceptable ſach ſervice is to hin, [Hee that kil/erb 
an axe, ij 4s bf he flew a man: bee that ſacrificeth alambe, as if 
be cut off a dog ges necke , be that offereth an ob lation, as it bee of = 

fered ſwines blioud ; he that burneth incenſe, as 5f be bleſſed an 

Au.] Nothing can bee ſpoke with greater ſcorne and in- 

dignation : the reaſon wheref followes in the next words, 

[ Tra,they bave choſen their owne waies, and their ſouls deligh= 

rerb in their abominations] So long as they follow this 

courſe, God deteſts thhemand all their ſervices. Now in 


Wor» 


the times of the Goſpell, Chriſt having reformed the Ucb.g.io, 
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worſhip of God, hath aboliſhed theſe carnall ordinag» 
ces, and in roome thereof ſerected a worſhip of God 
in Spirit and Truth. Wee are to performe a ſpiritual 
worſhip ; but yet withall,ſome outward bodily obſervati- 
ons are required of us now, though very few and very 
eiſie. To faſt, to bow their knee in prayer, to pronounce or 
heare the Word,the adminiſtration of the Sacraments in 
all theit outward rites, theſe are externall and bodily ex- 
erciſes, which profit little where godlineſſe is wanting, 
[The Kingdome of God, faith the Apoſtle, it not meates and 
drinker but righteonſnefſe, and prace, and ieꝝ in the holy Ghoſh] 
Theſe things are firſt acceptable to God, and other things 
for them. Out ward Ceremoniouſneſſe is meere hypoct ſie, 
where grace and ſanctity is not firſt mover to ſuch obſer- 
vances. Tis a poore matter to forbeare a meale or twaine 
and yet take ones fill in ſinne till he ſacteir; to gee ſoftly, 
looke ſadly, ſpeake faintly, and weepe a little too, as it 
were in ſorrow for ſinne, and carry in ones breaſt a heart 
unrent, unbroken, unſofined, by true ſenſe of ſinne, and 
worke of grace. What profit is it, to ſpeake a Sermon, or 
heare a Sermon, when onely one mans tongue and the o- 
thers eares are imployed for that houre ? when it comes 
not from the Preachers heart, nor pierceth unto the hea- 
rers conſcience, neither the one nor the other intending 
to practice as they ſpeake or heate ? To what purpoſe is it 


_—_— the body to God, and yet to make ones he art like 


atfiron finew, thats too ſtiffe and ſtout to bend in obedi- 


ener to Gods Commandements? 1fthe tongue goe glibbe, 
the ey es and hands lift up to heaven, yet if the thoughts 


wander, the heart and affection lie flat upon the earth, will 
ſuch a pray er be an acceptable Sacrifice > What availes it 
a man to have his face ſprinkled with a little cold water, 
but not to have his heart waſhed from an evill conſcience, 
and purged from the uncleanneſſe of finnefull corruption ? 
to take on him in Baptiſme the badge of Chriſtianity, yet 
in his converſation to live like an Infid:ll, in all diſobedi- 
ence to che Lawes of Chriſt? Will it advantage a man any 


whit, 
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whit, that he goes foure or five times a yeere to the holy 
Sacrament,it he be either ignorant of what hee goes about, 
or prophan ely careleſſe of making good uſe of what hee 
knowes ? It hee remaine ftill irreligious and impenitent. 
continuing in covetouſneſſe, in ſweaxing, in lying, in idle- 
neſſe, in uniuſt practices to get gaine, in common neglect 
of che exerciſes of Religion, a ſecret deſpiſer of grace, and 
ſcoffer at true ſincerity, with other the like ungodly pra- 
ices : will it helpe or ſave him, that at ſolemne times, hee 
comes to the Lords Table, there cates a bit ef bread, drinks 
alittle wine, heares a few prayers, ſtaies till all be done, 
and ſoaway the ſame man hee came thither ? No, this 
helpes not, but hurts exccedingly, having brought upon 
himſelfe the guilt of a fearefull tranſgreſſion, in profanin 
the holy Sacrament, becauſe hee diſcerneth the Lords 
Body. God, who looketh unto the heart, and is well plea- 
ſed in the ſincerity thereof, regards no Ceremony with- 


cout obedience, but hates ſuch complementall hypocriſte, 


as much as wee doe deteſt the like diſſimulat ion in a man, 
rhat vailes bonnet, bowes hammes, ſmiles in{your face, 
ſpeaks faire and friendly, but yet his heart is not with you, 

But we paſſe from this point, having touched upon ir 
hererofore z wee come unto the puniſhment here denoun- 
ced againſt unworthy receivers of the Sacrament, vic. 
Damnation,[He eatrth and drinketh damwation to himſelſe. 

For theſe words wee are to enquire what is meant by 
Damnation in this place, and what it is to eate and drinke 
it. Damnation in this place ſigniſies two things. 

1, That puniſhment of man in hell fire, which wee call 
eternall damnation. 

2. Thoſe evills which in this liſe are inflied upon 
tranſgreſſors, which we call afſli tions and temporall iudg- 
ment. 

Both theſe are inclnded in this word f, here ren- 
dred Damnation. T hat eternall iudgement in hell fire, is 
hereby meant, will be made apparant untous 


1, From the nature ofthe ſinne of profanation of the 
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Sacrameat ;which were it but a ſmall offence, did yet de- 
let ve the wages of eternall death, but being ſo hainous and 
hort ible a crĩme as it is, viz. ( uiltineſſe of the Death of 
Cht iſt, it muſt make him that commits ir,obnoxious to e- 
yerlaſting cendemnation- 

2. From the quality ofthe perſons that commit this 
fin-e, who are partly the wicked, that continually profane 
this Sacrament,partly the godly, that yet ſometimes pro- 
fanc it too. Such as bee ungodly, unbeletving perſons, 
they, without doubt, bring themſelves in certaine danger, 
not of tempotall judgement alone, but much more of eter- 
nall damnation, for their perpe: uall abuſe of theſe ſacred 
myſteries, whereof they partake without faith, repen® 
tance, or any amendment of life at all. As for the true 
beleevers, they doe ſometime come unworthily to this 
holy Table, being now and then overtaken with ſecurity, 
and ſeduced by manitold temptations, though otherwiſe 
holy and godly men. This their negligence deſerves alſo 
the ſame puniſhment, though God for Chriſts ſake be plea- 
{cd coturne from them his everlaſting wrath, making 
them only to feele a little part of his diſpleaſure, in ſome 
temporall afflictions, wherewith hee chaſtiſeth them for 
the amendment of their error. 

Now what temporall judgements are fignified by this 
word Damnation, is manifeſt alſo by the Text, in the verſe 
following,where the Apoſtle mentions ſickneſſes, infirmi- 
tics and temporall death, as afflictions laid upon the Co- 
rinthians,for their profane abuſe of the Sacrament, I Foy 
this cauſe many are ſi be, & c.] God corrected them to bring 
them to repentance and amendment of their fault, that ſo 
leaving the it ſinne, they might eſcape eternall condemr;ae 
tion. Ihis then is the full meaning of the word, α, viz. 
Eterna and Temporal] judgement: whereunto all are lia- 
ble that profane he Sacrament, in not diſcerning the Lords 
Body; be they belecycrs or unbelee vers, godly or wicked. 
Only here is the difference; the one ſort by this ſinne de · 
er ve both, and have both, being puniſhed eternally and 


tempo- 
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temporcal:y too for the mott part · But the other deſcrves 
both. yet feels but onezbeing in mercy chaſtiſed with tem- 
porall afflictions, that comming to repentance they may 
avoide eternall paniſhmeat, W herefore I rake it, our laſt 
Tranſlators have wichjgood reafon readred this word H 
not ¶ [udgement] but C Damnation] the higheſt degree of 


judgement,and that proper puniſhment which this fin of . za ach ob- 


unworthy receiving dothdeſerve. 


ſervat,un con. 


So that the obſervation which * ſome here make upon fell. ſuaw de 


the word, that the Apoſtle here uſeth [pus] nor wre 
thereby ſignify ing no! [exitium term] but [caſtigatrones 
temporale] is not here to be admitred. Neither doth the A- 
nalyſis of this place require it, nor yet the uſe of the word 
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in other places. It being apparant that theſe words are u- 2-Thel 2.12, 


ſed indiFerently in the fame ſigni fication. 

Having now ſcene what is meint by Damnation, it is 
eaſie to u ider ſtand what is meant by cating and drinking 
dimnation ; which is in ptaine termes, To commit ſuch a 
finiie in profaning the Sacrament, as deſerves both eter- 
nall and remporall jadgement. Not that there is in thoſe 
outward elements of Bread and Wine any deſtructive and 
hurtfull quality, or that Chriſt, fignified by thoſe elements, 
is become of his owne nature a ſavour of death, and caſe 


1. Iim. 3. 13. 


of damnation unto any; but becauſe in the prophane uſe 


of thoſe holy things they commit a fearefull ſinne, whereby 
Gods wrath is provoked againſt them, to the puniſhing of 
them with remporall and erernall plagues, The Sacrament 
is not as poyſon, which of its nature workes death in the 
eater; but it is the food of life, moſt healrhfull and nouri- 
ſhing unto the ſoule, it it be received into an heart duely 
prepared for ii. Zut as the huits of that tr ee of knowledge 
of Good and Evill, might be wholeſome in it ſelfe, yet 
eAdamdidcate bis death, when hee taſted of it contrary to 
Gods Commandement : ſo this Table ofthe Lord, which 
is a feaft of choiſeſt delicates for refreſhing of the ſoule, 
when men come rightly prepated thereto, becomes 
the bane and deſtruction of ſoules, when men * 
* them 
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themſelves thereat with unbelee ving, impenitent, and un- 
holy hearts. This the Apoſtle fignifies in that word, Hee 
cateth and drinketh [$42] to himſelfe damnation ; to 
teach us, that the cauſe why theſe things, ordained for out 
good, prave hurtfull untous, is not in the things them - 
ſelves, but in mans ſinne, that unworthily partakes of 
them · That other interpietation, He cars damnation to 
himſelte, aot unto Others who communicate with hum : 
this ſits well againſt the Schiſmaticali humours of ſome, 
whothinke our Sacraments and ſolemne afſemblies,poilu- 
ted by the ſinne of thoſe that are wicked amongſt us; and 
therefore dare not joyne with us inthe worſhip of Ged, 
for ſeare of infection: but this fits not ſo well unto the 
Text, wherein [Non quit damm ationem iucurrat, ſed quis ſit 
luius exity author indicatur, ] as Bea truly notes upon this 
place and word. From theſe words thus expounded, I 
deduce this praQicall concluſion, 

[The protanation of Gods moſt holy worſhip, deſetves 
eternall and temporall puniſhment. ] 

I frame the Concluſion generally touching every part 
of Gods worſh'p,as well as the Sactament. Tis a high diſ- 
honour to the very perſon of Chriſt, when the Sacrament 
of his Body and Bloud is abuſed ; tis alſo a horrible finne 
committed againſt the majeſty of God, whenſoever we 
profanely mocke and conte mne him in any of thoſe things 
wherein he would be ſancti fied and honoured by us. And 
therefore wee may aſcend trom the particular tothe ge- 
nerall, and conſider how great a ſinne it is to prolaue any 
one whatſoever of the ſacred ordinances of Gods ſervice, 
and what puniſhnient they incurre tFar doe ſo, All offen- 
ces become greater or lefle, according as the perſon, a- 
gainſ whom tie ate committed, is of more or leſſe dige 
nity. Theretore a ſinne againſt (od, is greater than a 
wroag again{t our Neighbour.Further, thoſe offences 
which immediately touch ti: perſon offended, are more 
hainous than thoſe that ſtrike him at the rebound. There- 
fore it we compare the ſiuues of the ſuſt table, with the 
ſinnes 
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finnes againſt the ſecond; in the generall, wee may judge 
thoſe finnes, whereby God himſelſe is immediately cons 
temned in this worſhip,are greater than thoſe wherein he 
is deſpiſed mediate & ſecunday's, becauſe wee negle& our 
row) to man. Bat not to enter into an exe compariſon 
about this point: this is for cerraine, That all offences 
commitredin the matter of Gods — are of a moſt 
provoking nature, ſuch as he cannot endure without ſe- 
vere puniſhment inflicted on the offendors. Atheiſme, In- 
fidelitie, hatred of God, &c. bee finnes, the very names 
whereof be terrible: — — Wil-worfhip, 
profane and Negligent worſhip, theſe have gentler names, 
but be moſt hatefull ſinnes, againſt which Gods wrath and 
jcaloufic burnes, to ſee his holinefſe and honour tram- 
pled in the duſt by baſe and finnefull wrerches. A King 
muſt nt eds take it very tenderly, to be diſ-· regarded in 
thoſe very ceremoaies, wherein he lookes for ſpeciall he- 
nour from his ſabie@ts;much more muſt God be offended, 
if when he hath made us for to honor him, & made orders 
according to which wee ſhould ſhew our reverence and 
ſubje&ion, wee ſhall out of our pride deviſe other wayes 
of our owne to worſhip him, or out of negligence and 
profaneneſſe of ſpirit, doe thoſe things hee hath preſcribed 
we care not how. Againſt this ſinne God hath ever reves- 
led from heaven his fierce wrath, upon States and King- 
domes,as well as private perſons, by whom he hath beene 
deſpiſed and neglected in his worſhip. C Curſad (faith Ie. 
remy, Chap. 48,10) « he that doth the workes of the Lord neg- 
ligentiy.] This as a particular threatning againſt thofe 
that would ſpare Moab, and not execute the full judge» 
ment of God upon that people in their utter deſtruction, 
but kept backe their ſwords from bloud. Notwithſtan- 


t 
T r thing negligent» 
ly, which God ſets him about : for it is Gods worke, who 
as he is a bountifull rewarder, ſo is he a ſevere exactor of 
taichfull ſervice at our hands. He will not balke us in out 


he rule is appliable to all particalars wha tioever in 
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reward, and accordingly he lockes wee ſhould not falter 
with him in our obcdicnce. To ſlei ght him in his wor- 
ſhip, doing matters by halves, ſceming more to content 
our idle humours, than ay ming ſincerely at his glory, js a 
* Tee 


£ foule contempt, and cannot but bring a curſe npon us 


bade deſpiſed my Name] ſaith God unto the Prieſts, A4al 1.6 


U 
15 5 09 unt W herein, ſay then? In that l Te offer uncleaue bread upon mine 


altar] verle 7. Matters were come to that paſſe in this 
Prophets time, that neither Prieſt nor People careda iot 
how God was ſerved. Any thing they thought would con- 
tent him; and therefore they preſumed to offer that to 
him, which they durſt not preſent unto their Priace or 
Governonr; the blinde, the lame, the torne, the ſicke, any 
thing which their covetouſneſſe could beſt ſpare, was a 
facritice god enough for God. Yea the whole frame of 
Legal Cer:-moa.ecs they were utterly weary ot them,coun- 
ting them bale and contemptible, and in effect, nothing 
but an unprofirable drudgery. Doth God take this well at 
th:1r hands ? No, hee curſeth them for this their impiety, 
LCurſed bes the decem ver, which bath in his flocke a male, and 
vom eth and ſacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing. ] The rea- 
ſon followwes, Fer I am a great King, ſcutb rhe Lord of Hoits, 
and my Namo id dreaaſull among the beatben.] Wherefore it 
muſt needs be a horrible offence in the Iewes, the people 
of God, thus to vilifie ſo great a maieſty, when even the 
Gentiles themſclves yeelded a more awetull reverence 
thercunto. 

I ſhall noc neede to ſtand long in prouing a truth ſoevi- 
dent; the time and paines will haply bee better imployed 
in making application of it to our ſelves. A threefold uſe 
of this point I commend unto your conſideration and pra- 
Qice. 

F(e.1. Firſt, Information of our iudgement touching 
ſuch evills,as wee {ce doe befall men in this life. Wee be- 
hold the beſt Churches in great caiamities, the beſt men 
lorely afflicted, aud we wonder that God ſhould deale ſo 
rigorouſly with thoſe that ſerve and worſbip him. my 
gheſſe 
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Felle at many cauſes, but ſeldome doe we hit upon the 

right, wbich here the Apoſtle intimates unto, we · Profar 
tion of the ordinances of Gods worſhip. This Irreligiouſ⸗ 
neſſe in Gods ſervice, is the maine cauſe, as oſ other ſins, 
ſo of all judge ments. Vnrighteouſneſſe againſi man, iſſues 
from irreligion towards God ; and therefore in panith» 
ment we muſt chiefly caſt our eyes that way, if wee will 
follow.che ſtreame up unto it ſirſt fountain. We common- 
ly looke another way, and put off our calamitics v pon o- 
ther cauſes. If any other but the Apoſtie had told theſe 
Corinthians, that their ſickneſſes and death was ſent up. 
on them {or their profanation of che Lords Supper, they 
would haue doubted of his opinion. Many were ſicke and 
dyed, but what of that ? men cannot live or bee well al- 
wayes; theſe things come at adventure, or by courſe of 
Nature : twas want of care in their dyet, twas the malig- 
nity of ſame unwholieme diſh, want of exerciſe, ill tem- 
of the body, infection ofthe aire, and ſuch like cauſes, 
— made them weake and ſickly; want of phy ſicke, 
want of looking to, old age, or ſome ſuch matter hath 
brought them to their end. Aay thing, rather than what 
the Apoſt'e ſpeakes of, ſhould be reckoned up as the cauſe 
of their preſent griefes. But hee having a beiter ſpirit to 
judge of matters, tells them plainly, that what ever they 
may imagine, twas for abuſe of the Sacrament, : { Far this 

ca»/e] that ſickneſſes and deaths reigned amongſt them. 
When the [ewes endured ſo many miſeries, even from 
their firſt plantation in the land, to their finall caſting out 
from thence, they were ſeldome aware of this point, that 
their corruptions and abuſes in Gods worſhip brought 
ſuch plagues upon them : If the Philiſtims, Canaanites, 
and other Borderers upon them, doe ſpoile their Country, 
tyrannize over them, and 17 them with craell flave- 
ry, as they did in the times of the Iudges, they will inter- 
pret this robe nothing but an old grudge, which theſe Nea 
tions bare againſt the Iiraclites, for diſ· poſſeſſing them of 
their Countrey, for which hey were bated, and ali — 
3 ons 
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ſions ſought to worke revenge · If the Kingdome be divi- 
ded, thats nothing but Rehoboams folly, and ill counſell of 
ill adviſed Courtiers: If Itrael make warre on Iudah, or 
Iudah upon Iſrael, thats but policy to keepe downe one 
another, leſt one ſhould encroach upon both Kingdomes x 
If there be civill warres, thats thorough the factions of 
tent and embitious Stateſ men: If a Forreiner invade 
them, tis nothing but the pride of ambitious tyrants, that 
cannot be content with their one, but ſeeke after glory 
and greatneſſe in the ruinc of other Kingdomes. Ten if a 
Salmanaſſer or Nel achadnex ar carry them away captive 

out of their land, thougkthey may thinke in the generall 
that God ĩs not well pleaſed with them, yet they would 
reſolve theſe effects into other cauſes, more proper, as they 
conceive; Twas weakneſſe in their Kings de ating 
from their ancient valour, want of good confederates, of 
good counſellors, of skilſull and truſty commanders, of 
hardy ſouldiers, they were oyer-boracby multitude; and 
theſe, or ſome thing like theſe, were the cauſe ef this miſe 
fortune: but of their ſinnes, they thinke not of that mat 
ter. Many there were, no doubt, who iudged better touch- 
ing the ſacceſſe of Civill and Eccleſiaſticall affaires, hoſe 
eyes God had opened to diſcerne the equall dependance 
betweene the finnes and the puniſhments of the preſent 
age wherein they lived ; but forthe generality of the 
State,their thoughts wene another way after worldly and 
politicke reaſons. Which was the cauſe that being ſo of- 
ren ſmitten, yet they returned not to God that ſmote 
them,becauſe they were ignorant of their fins, for which 
he ſmote them · Thence in many grievous calamities of 
1 Hol. 5 z. K the State, they did what they could by all politick * means 
„ii touphold the ruines thereof; but yet there was no refor- 
rThey call ts mation at all of the horrible cor ruptions of Gods pure 
Egypt, they goe Religion. This they looked not after, as if all had beene 
50. Aſhur.] well on that fide;whereas indeed the maine crakce which 
threatned the downefall of that glorious Rate, was not in 
che zooſe, or ſides of the building, barely in the —_— 
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and Civill governement ; but in that onely ſtrong pillar 
whereupon all reſted, vi. Religion, ne rent and ſſhiv 
in pieces. Had wee a hiſtory of thoſe times ofthe Iewich 
ſtate, compiled by Iewiſh Politicians lining then, and re- 
lating unto us the ſame —— mou which — finde 
recorded in Scripture, it W quickly appcare by the 
compariſon, that God indged otherwiſe of Sm of 
thoG chings,chan theState rhendid. Thoſe ſtories would 

be like unto theſe written in latter ages, touching Chriſti» 
an Common-wealths, where Church and State are put a- 
ſunder, as having little dependavce one upon another; A ll 
notable events, proſpereus or unhappy, the riſing or decay 
of Gates,or great men in rhe ſtate; &c.are curiouſly enqui- 
red inte, all conſells and circumſtances ſcanned and cen- 
ſured j but for Religion, what entercourſe it hath with ſuck 
events, there is ſcarce ſo much as a glance that ways So 
SWlinde and carthly is every man, in diſcerning arigbt of 
Gods iadgements, and the courſe of his goverament over 
all humane affaires. Wherefore, that man may ſee his er- 
rorin this point, God hath beene pleaſcd by revelation 
from heaven, to make knowne unto him the chieſe cauſe 
of ſuch calamities, as come upon States jand Kingdomes 
profeſſing true Religion. For which purpoſe, God raiſed 
up Prophets from time to time, to put the Iewes in remen - 
brance of that which otherwiſe they would not have 
thought of, viz. that for their abominable corruptions in 

Gods worſhip, and other ſinnes proceeding thence, they 
were chus plagued. Theſe men cryed out loud enough to 
be heard, lay ing, as it is 2 X. 17. 13. ¶ Turus from your e- 
*, waits and kerpe my commandements and my flatutei.] But 
then, as now, the poore Prophets preached to little pur - 
pole ;rhey might talke till they were weary, few men te- 
garded what they ſaid. Wherefore God hath cauſed their 
Sermo.19, and the Stories of their times, to be recorded in 
everlaſting monuments, that all ages of the world may 
take notice of the true cauſe of Gods iudgements, W here» 


in wee lee chat God lets paſſe, as (carce Worth the naming, 
a 
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all civill conſiderations, and brings all the proiperity or 
adverſity of Church or State unto this head, vnd. the Neg- 
lect or Regard had unto Religion and luſtice. 

The chi;dren of Hrael did wickedly in the fight of the 
Lord, they ſerved Baal and the gods of the Nations, they 
forſooke the Lord, they wal ked not in his ſtatutes, theſe 
be the reaſons, for which matters goe ill with them, as we 
may finde it at large expreſſed, Indg.2. & 2. King, 17. & 
2. Chron. 36.Yca in this matter God gave nato them a ge- 
nerall rule, whereby to rectiſie their iudgement and ours 
in the like caſe, in the 29. of Dent. Where Aſſes tells 
them, that when their polterity, or che ſtranger from a far 
land ſhould fee the plagues of the Tewes countrey, and the 
diſeaſes thereoſ, here with the Lord ſhould {mite it, they 
would as ke after the reaſon of it, and ſay [Wherefore bath 
the Lord done thus unto vi land? what meaneth the beate of 
this great anger t 1 The anſwer followes, [Then men ſhall ſay,” 
becauſe they have forſaken the Covenant of the Lord God o 
their fathers, which hee made with them when bee brought them 
forth ont of the land of Egypt, For they went and ſerved other 

ods and worſhipped them: gods whom theyknew nat, and whom 
ba had not given unto them. And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt tbis land, to bring apo it all tue curſes that are 
written in this boobę.] verſ. 14, 15 6, 17. According to this 
obſervation wee may judge of the ſtate of the Chriſtian 
Church, ruinated in the Exſtby Saracensand Turkes, over- 
rum in the Weſt by Goths, Vandals, and ocher Northren na- 
tions, then when pure Religion was corrupted by Sets and 
Hcreſies, by ſupetſtitious abuſes brought into the worſhip 
of God, eipecially into the Sacram-nt,more and more pol- 

lured by abominab'e vaniti s, by pride and contention a- 
mong the Biſhops;by negligence inthe inferiout Clergie, 
by tut ing Religion into regular hy pocriſie each one fer» 
ving God aftcr the ſtatutes of Ab, and decrees of the 
houſe of Omi, I meane, after the rule of his new deviſod 
order, but nt according te that rule preſcribed in the 
Word, whereby alone ail muſt waike chat looke for peace 
upon 
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rſtition e, impiety, and all filthy corruptiona 
— doctrine and manners, the name of Chriſtian — 
even to be a diſhonout unto Chriſt, God dealt with them 
as before he had done with the Tewiſh Church, delivering 
them over into the bands oſcruell enemies, who vexed 
and ſpoyled them on every fide, But what ſhall wee ſay 
unto Churches reformed and purged from the leaven of 
ſuch corrnptions? may wo apply this rule unto them? Yea 
wee muſt even in theſe dates of diſtreſſe and trouble, 
wherein Cod daſheth the nations of the earth together, 
breaking them one upon another like earthen veſſels. Now 
that the Kingdomes of the earth are ſhaken, and the 
Church of God perſecuted and afflifted with fire, ſword, 


and deſolation z We that are yet but paſſengers, going on 
in quiet by the way, cannot but behold and bewaile her 
ſorrow,which ſitteth upon the ground, weeping fore in 


the night for theſe miſtriesthat are come upon her. Oh 
— — — water, — a = 
taine of teares, that we alſo could weep day and night 

the ſlaine of the daughter of Zion ! Bur now it wee ſtand 
ſill and wonder, and enquire [ How doth the City ſit ſolitary 


that was ſul of prople ? bomir ſhre becomes awidew ? ſbee that Lm r. ver.1- 


WAS great — Nations, + a Princeſſe among the Provin- 
ces, he 1, fore become tributary? ] Heare what anſwer her 
ſel fe will make 3 LT of my tranſgreſſions is bound by 


bi: band they are wreathed aud come up npon my necke: Jthere- * Verſ. 14. 


fore it ſollowes, Ce bath made my flrength to fall. the Lord 
bath d:lvwvrr1d mes into their bands, from whom | am not able 
fo riſe up. ] And againe, [ * The Lord ierightrow, for I baue 
rebelled a gan hii commandements : Hie I pray you all peo- 
ple, and be bold my ſorrow, my virgins and my young meu oe 


into captivuy. ] And againe,[_* Behold,O Lord forl am , Verf. 20. 


in diftr- A my bowels ave troubled, mv heart it turned within 
me: For Have grievoufly rebelled, ] Tea this is it. Tis the 
ſinnes ofa ( hurch that kind e a fire in her palaces; Her 
ſinnes that ſharpen her euemies ſword to the ſlaughter, 

L Her 


* Ver. 18. 


"0 © vs 
# » Fas 4 — — . 


74 Chriſtian directions 


Her ſinnes that deſtroy her ſtrong Hold, and make the 
rampart and the wail co lament and languiſhtogether, Let 
us not here cry out upon men, complaine upon Princes, 
blame wee know not whom, nor for what; as if all had 
been well, had they done, or would they doe as wee have 
contrived it: but lay we the blame where the fault is, and 
lay we, That they be the ſinnes of the Church that kept 
good things from her, and brought evill upon her. And be 
we ſtill fighing in ſilence, for tis the Lord hath done this; 
even he hath done that which he had deviſed ;he hath co- 
vered the daughtet of Z ion with a cloud in his anger, and 
caſt downe ſrom heaven to earth the beauty of Iſrael. In- 
deede Reformation is a glorious name; a Church refor- 
med and reſtored unto purity oſ doctrine and diſcipline, 
is a gorious ſociety. But its one thing to have Gods pure 
worſhip eſtabliſhed by Law, another thing to have it ſet- 


tled in mens hearts, and obſerved in their practice. The 
doctrine of a Church may be pure, the Sacraments rightly 


adminiſtted, the government daely ordered; and yet God 
may be highly diſhonouted by that Church, when that 
which is well adpointed is not yet well uſed. This is haply 
the Corinthians caſe here inthe Texe ; they did not, Fog 
ought we can prove, pervert the Inſtitution of the Sacra- 
ment, adding or omitting any thing” marteriall to the eſ- 
ſence thereof : but yet they diſpleaſed God in the celebta- 
tion of it, becauſe they obſerved the outward forme, but 
with irreligious and graceleſſe hearts, making to them. 
{elves no ſpirituallbenefir at all. So is it with any Church 
wherein parity of Doctrine, Sacraments, and Diſcipline is 
maintained, hut this forme of gad ineſſe is without the 
power of it, nofruics thereof appearing in mens obedi- 
ence unto the Goſpell. I peake not this to accuſe our bre- 
hren, but to warne our ſelves. They feele the ſmart, and no 
doubt, doe know their ſinnes. Our duety is to pray for 
them, that God would ſpeake peace to his people in their 
alfliction. and reſtort unto them joy of heart for the daies 
of mourning which they have ſeene. Well, lets pitie _— 
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and looke Wer to — — and blei- 
gute a3 many 28 our y more. Be 
— ayer, that God will pardon the deformi- 
ties of our med Church; Imcane, the neglect of his 
Worſhip, the contempt of his Word, the ſcorning of his 
Miniſters, the profanation of the Sacraments,the deſpiſing 
of government, the ſchiſmes and diſcords amongſt us, the 
meneſſe of mens lives, the Infidelity, Atheiſme, Pride, 
Intemperance, Injuſtice, with ſuch —*— diſgrace 
Chriſtian TS, diſcredit our moſt Chriſtian Church, 
diſhoncur God, and provoke his wrath againſt the Land. 
Tis not the power of an enemy, the conſpiracy of Ieſuits, 
the malice of hell that ſhall endanger us, if our ſinnes dee 
not fight more powerfully againſt us, than the force or 
craft of any adverſary, Spare then O God thy people, and 
be merciſull to the iniquitiesof the remnant ot thine he- 
ritage. Pardon our fins and helpe us graciouſly. So ſhalthy 
bleſſing al waĩes concinac upon the head of thine anointed, 
thy favor upon his poſterity,thy peace upon this Church, 
and proſperity upon thy people. I have but one word 
more to ſay, and I have zand that is, 

Ve 2. Bor exhortation, that wee would put in practice 
what we know touching this point, P roſaneneſſe in mat 
ters of Gods worſhip bring te mporall and eternal puniſh» 
ments upon a man, Apply this to that condition wherein 
thou art, whether advetſity or proiperity. If affliction be 
upon thee, on thy body, thy — name, thy eſtate, thy 
friends come to ſcrutiny and make ſearch where and what 
thy ſinne is. Say with thy ſelfe, Doe not I negle& ſome 
parts of Gods worſhip ? doe I not uſe others careleſſy? 
W here thou ſindeſt the fault, repent of it, amend it ſpee- 
dily,and ſo God will remove his rod from thee, and in due 
time make thy paths proſperous. But if they be ſo already, 
and thou deſireſt to have thy peace continued unto thee, 
here learne the way toenjoy comforts, and prevent many 
ſortowes. Attend diligently unto the worſhip of God, doe 
not ſlubbet it over, doc him 1 and doe it . 
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elf: tis no ſervice but ſloath. Heare the Werd, but atten· 
tively,and mix it with faith; pray, but fervently ; faſt,but 
unlooſe the bonds of wickedneſſe ; receive the Sacrament, 
but fruit fully. Doe not theſe things as common buſineſſes, 
goe not to Church as thou wouldeſt goe to thy chamber 
preach not, nor heare a Sermon as thou wouldeſt doe an 
Oration, pray uot to God as thou wouldeſt ſpeake to a 
man, come no: to the Lords Table as to an ordinary re- 
paſt, Pu: on other aſfections and — in ſacred, than 
thou doeſt in civill buſineſſes: adviſe thy ſelfe before thou 
meddle with chem; in doing of them ſtirre up thy heart to 
a regard of God with whom thou haſt to doe; of thy ſoule, 
whoſe well or ill- fare depends much upon theſe things. 
Know that it is no light matter to mocke God to his face, 
to come before him with the body, and draw neere wich, 
the lips, but turne from him in thy heart, to make a ſhew 
ot regarding him, but indeed to ſleight him. Remember 
Salomons rule, [Take heed to rhy fo, U Karls. 1. when 
thon goeſt to the Honſe of God, i.e.to performe any wor- 
hip to him, take heed to thy footing, be adviſed where - 
abouts thou goeſt, land be more neare to beare,) that is, to o- 
bey Gods will declared unto thee in his Word, [rban to of- 
Fer the Sacrifice of fooles,) i. e. to obſetve the ceremonie and 
out ward worſhip, without obedience and inward grace ; 
as fooles doe, who thinke by ſuch ſervice they pleaſe God, 
whereas in ſo doing, they doe evill, and ſorely offend him. 
Only this ſpirituall ſervice in faith and obedience is accep- 
table; all ether without this is vaine, neither pleaſeth 
God nor profits us. This doing wee ſhall have good pro- 
fperity, providing we l for our comfort in this life, inthe 
eſcape of many evils that profaneneſſe would bring on us, 
andalſo for our happineſſe in the world to come. 

Thus much be ſpoken touching the puniſhment of the 
inne of Vaworthy receiving; namely, that by ſodoin 
men runne them into hazzard of temporall and e 
zudgements, in this 29 verſe. I now proceed unto the 30 
zerſe, wherein the Apoſtle ſhewes unto the . 
the. 


for receving 


the danger of their profanatien of the Sacrament, by a” 
particular inſtance of their preſent miſerable condition, 
wherein they now were by reaſon of ſuch their offence, 
What hee had ſpoken generally toaching all unworthy 
Communicants, that they eat and drinke damnation ua 
tothemſelves, he declares tobe molt true in a reall expe. 
rimentamong themſelves, inthe words of the 30 verſe. 

[ For this canſe, many among you are weake and ficke, aud mas. 

wy ſleepe.] 

They need not looke farte for a provfe, let them but 
turne home their cies upon themſelves, they might ſee ap- 

raat marks of Gods anger agaiaſt them, for their ſinne- 
Kal abuſe of the bleſſed Sacrament, The weake and ſickly 
bodies, the dead carkaſſes of ſo many amenglit them, were 
witneſſes ſufficient that God was highlydiſ at them 
for profaning his holy. Table. The words fall into two 
parts : Firſt, a Cauſe C Fer this caꝶſe] % 757, for this mat- 
ter; namely, a ſinne before mentioned, for not diſcerning 
the Lords Body in the Sacrament. Secondly,an effect, and 
that is a particular paniſhment,deſcribed 1. by the perſons 
upon whom tis inflited, The Corinthians; and that not 
one or two, but many there were that ſuſfered it [\Afary 
among you Cc. ] 2, by the qualities and degrees of this pu- 
niſhment, tis Bodily,upon the outward man, in three de- 
grees, Weakneſſes, Sickneſſes,and Death. [any are weake) 
(45; )and ſicke (« 179) and many lcep(1wnrm); . are 
dead. Oſtheſe briefly and plaialy. 

[ For this cauſe.] The Apoſtle here admoniſheth them of 
that, which of themſelves they would not eaſily have 
thought of. God puniſherh them, yer till they profane 
the Sacrament;and why ? they are not aware that thoſe 
plagues were ſent of God for that their fi», Therefore the 
Apoltic points out unto them the true cauſe ofall their mi- 
ſery, CL Fer tbii cauſe] ſaith hee, are ye puniſhed ; whatever 
elſe they might vainely imagine, twas their abuſe of the 
Lords Supper that drew on all that miſchieſe, To teach 
us, That | 
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[ Many men are puniſhed, who yet are ignorant of t 
canſe why they are puniſhed,] | 
Naturally we are all children of darkneſſe, and, like men 
in the darke, wee know nor by whom nor wherefore we 
arc ſmitten» When God ſtrikes us for ſinne, Satan deales 
with us as the Iewes with Chriſt, blindfold him, and then 
bid him propheſie who ſmote him. So in afflictions, wee 
commonly grope as blinde men,ghefſing at this cauſe,and 
that, but ſeldome faſtening on the rigbt. It is the great 
unhappineſſe of our ignorant and corrupted mindes,never 
to know aright our friends or our foes ; and tis the policie 
of Satan to delude our judgements by carnall reaſoning, 
that when Gad afflicts us tobring us to repentance, wee 
ſhould yet then doe more and more wickedly,by not ſee- 
ing nor amending the ſinne for which wee are puniſhed; 
that ſo by ſinne we might be brought into miſery, and by 


miſery our ſinne might be yet increaſed, This note ſerves 
us unto a double ule : 


I. To let us underſtand, what, among other, is one true 
cauſe of mens Vnprofitableneſſe under the afflicting hand 
of God. Hence their murmuring, and impatience, and 
want of reformation, becauſe they do net rightly diſcerne 
the cauſe, wherefore this or that puniſhment lyes upon 
them, Creatures accuſtomed unto darkncle, are of all o- 
ther moſt fierce and furious; as beaſts of prey: ſo men abi- 
ding in the darkneſſe of corrupted nature, have brutifh and 
tell affections, full of rage and wrathfulneſſe, when they 
are provok d by any (mart and paine, they flye upon Cod, 


and man, and all that comes nextto hand, hoping to rid 


themſelves of their alflictions, not by a reformation, but 
by revenge, But when once ſuch men are brought forth in- 
to the light, they grow tamer ; then they ſee the fouleneſſe 
of their offences, how much eyill they have done, yet how 
ttle they Lffer in compariſon; whence they truly judge, 
that tis unreaſonable to murmure againſt God, who hath 
ſo great reaſon tockaſtiſe them. 
2. To teach us what juſt cauſe there is, thatwe 9 
e 
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be corrected of God, to the end, wee may come to the 
knowledge of our ſelves. Indeede corrections of them. 
ſelves cannot doe this; tis the Word and Inſtruction. that 
brings us to knowledge of our eſtates. But ordinarily in- 
Nru&ions pierce tot, till corrections have ſharpened them 
A man that lives at peace and hearts eaſe, is apt to paſſe by 
rebukes with very little notice ot them, perhaps with con- 
tempt, becauſe hee indgeth himſelfe well: but when cha- 
ſtiſements have ſoſtned the heart, and awakened the 
conſcience, then rebukes have a keener edge, and they 
wound deeply. Wherefore Sa/omon faith excellently, Prov, 
6. 23. [The commandement ii a lanterne, and infiruition a 
lignt : and cerreũ ian with infliruilion are the way of life, | In- 
ſtructions are the light that guides us in the way; but cor- 
rections ioyned with them, doe quicken our eve - ſight, and 
make us heedfull to follow the directions ofthe Word. It 
. Is with man in this caſe, as with dogges and othex unrea- 
ſonable creatures,(for every man borne, is, as Ie ſpeakes 
like a wilde Aſſe colt Jwhich when they are puniſhed for 
any fault, wee uſually bring them unto the fight of that 
thing,whorein they have done it, elle theyle never amend 
it. Such is our dulneſſe in diſcerning of our faults, that 
we ſeldome acknowledge and amend them, till correction 
have made us looke about us, and learne that which in- 
ſtruction alone could net teach us. [7+ is geod for mor, ſaith 
the Prophet David that I bawe brene affliclaa, that I might 
anne thy Law.) Had hee not been taught it before? Ves, 
but YVexatis dat Iuteliict um. Adverſity was a better School- 
maſter than Inſtruct:on, and that makes him now to heed, 
what before hee attended nor, Wherefore when Gods 
hand is any time heavie upon us, let this bee our firſt care, 
that very one know the plegne in bis ams heart,) 2s Salomos 
ſpeakes, 1. King. 8.38. This knowledge of the ſinne is the 
firſt ſtep to repentance, and that is the only way to eſcape 
the puniſhment. Let us imitate the Church in the third 
Chapt.of the Lamentations firſt lay downe this as a general 
concluſion, That ſinne brings affliction, Us bryefore 2 4 
wing 
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Irvmg man complaine,a man for the puniſhment of bus fownes 7] 


verſ. 39. Thencegoe to a particular application to our 


ſelves entring intoa ſerious conſide ration of our owne 
waies; to finde the finne for which we are afflicted, [Cer u 
ſearch and try eur waies and turne agains unto the Lord. Let us 
lift up our bearts with oar bands unte God in the beavens. Wee 
have tranſgrefſed,and bave rebelled, and thou haſt not pardoned, 
&cJver(.40,41,42. Without this courſe obſerved, there 
is nothing to be expected from a man in affliction and mi- 
ſery, but only ſullen and uniuſt complaints, with ſtubborne 
continuance in his ſinne. Hee wil blame God, and curſe 
men, cry out upon the mal ice of Satan, the malignity of 
the Starres, the unhappy concourſe of ſecond cauſes, hee 
will finde fault with all things, and that moſtly which is 
leaſt to be blamed, not conlidering meane while that his 
ſinne hath procured all this unto him, (#by crieft thou in 
thine af futivon r̃ j faith Gad ta the Iewiſh Church, Jer. 30. 
15. complaining bitrerly of her miſerable eſtate, Why cri- 
eſt thou? What doeſt thou complaineteno purpoſe? If thou 
wilt gr ieve at any — — for thy ſinge, never lo oke 
to cure thy ſorrow till thy finne bee cured ; for ſo it fol. 
lowes, ( Th ſorrow is incurable for the multitude of thine ini+ 
quity : becauſe thy ſinnes were increafed | have done theſe things 
ante thee.} Now to avoide this miſchicfe, obſerve a fey 
directions, which may help us to finde out our ſinne when 
we lie under puniſhment : they are theſe, 

I. Diligent meditation in the Word, whereby wee 
ſhall learne what are the finnes that goe before ſuch and 
ſuch puniſhments z whereunto wee muſt ioyne humble 
praycrunto God for wiſedome to diſcerne of our one 
corrupt hearts and lives: that ſoby the light of the Word, 
and affiſtance of the Spirit, we may follow the ſearch tilt 
wie e finde out the malefactor. When the Iſraelites were 
beaten by the Cananites at Ai, and that they were igno. 
rant foi what offence that diſaſter happened to them, Io- 
ua and the Elders betake them to faſting and prayer be- 
{ore the Arke, After that, God faith to ſoſbua, ge 
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whorefore lioſt them ibu wen thy face f Iſrael bath fined, lod. 
7. 20.21. Twas eAFcham privic theft ofexecrable goods 
that had troubled all Iſtael; till that be expiazed, God will 
not bee with them any longer, Let us doe the like when 
any unknowne ſinne troubles us, when our bodies are di- 
tempered, our eſtates vexed, our coniciences diſquieted, 
and we know not well wherefore ; Fall wee downe before 
the Arke,goe to the Word & Prayer,zske counſtll of God, 
and hee ſhall diſcover unto us is that Aebev, hat 
the ſecret accurſed finne that workesus all this woe. 

2, Confider wee diligently the quality of the puniſh- 
ment it ſelfe ; for the rule holds true very commonly, 
God puniſherh men in the fame kinde wherein they of- 
fend. Whence it will be cate, by the puniſhment to judge 
of the finne 1 If a Land be ſmitten with a famine of bread, 
is it not hecanſeplenty bath bred luxury ? if with s famine 
_ ofthe Ward, was it not becauſe is wes cutertained with 
diſobedience und contempt? if with poverty, tis becauſe ri- 
ches bred vice: if Devid defile his neighbours wife, fo 
ſhall Al ſeum deale with his owne concubines : if hee m ure 
der Vriab, ſo ſhall A6ſelom doe to Amon, and ſeeke to doe 
the ſame to his father. 1s a man vexed with difobedienc 
children, tis likely himfclfe was ſo to his owne parents ? iſ 
friends be unfaithfull to thee, haſt not thou beene fo to 
thine? or haſt thou not made ficſh thine arme, and pur 
mare truſt in them, chan God ? Is diſgrace fallen upon 
thee, and waftthou not proud before? Doe thy gifts of 
minde or body decay, and is ir not becauſe thou art high 
minded, unthankefull to God, and ſcornefall of meaner 
men ? In ſhort, looke unto the 
ducly ; we ſhall commonly fi 
Other kinde neer! 
ning. fo God hath done to ns in puniſhing, 

. Oblerveadviſcdly the inditements, which 


iſhment,and conſider it — — 
that in the fame, or ſome they have 
n we have done in ſin · committed 


with greateſt 


at ſuch a Plealure and 


time thy conſcience ſhall bring-in againſt ther. Conſci- . 
iſter, and what ever drowſineſſe may 


peace, yet 
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ence is2faithfull R 
poſſeſic it intimesof; 


ſo ſoone as its netled and 
ſtung 
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ſtung with the feare of approaching judgement, or the 
ſenſe ol preient ſmart, it growes very clamareus, and will 
give us iuformation touching our eſtate, both true enough 
and load enough, it wee liſt to heare and obſerve what it 
ſaith. Ifa ſtorm be toward, the ſea quickly foretakens it by 
its work ing, and change of colour. And in corrupt bodies, | 
the leaſt altcratioa of the weather, breeds a diſtemper in 
them, So doe all outward change,, whether felt or fared, 
worke range alterations inthe ſoule thats tainted with 
the zuilr of any foule tranſgreſſions. Then be ſinnes that 
were almoſt forgotten, all muſtered up together, and 
brought coa freſh remembrance, as if done but yeſterday x 
and it ce doe attentively marke what Conſcience then 
pleads againſt us, we? ſhall heare it ring in out earcs ſuch 
voices as theſe, Loe, ſeeſt thou not iudgement ready now 
to take hoid on thee for ſuch a ſinne, at ſuch a time com- 
mitted ? And thou beeft remembred,, once thou commit- 
ted(t ſueh a ſecret abemination, now &s Od puni 

thee forit openly : So many yeeres agoe ſuch a villany was x ba 
done by thee, now at laſt God hath met with thee for it. 
Admirable is the worke of Conſcience in this regard, and 
very remarkeable inthe brethren of lo/epb ; They had ſold 
their brother, and coulened their father, and all was 
huſht up for a long time. After they goe done to Egypt 
they arc roughly uſed there by their anknowne brocher; 
impriſoned as Spice, no cntreaties nor apologies will 
ſerve their turne. Now their finnerevivesand their bre. 
ther /oſepb comes intotheir mindes ; they cannot keepe it 
in, their traicerous andunmercifull uſage. of their poore 
brother, ſwels in their coniciences,and burſts forth at cheir 
tongues; they cannot take ſo much time as til they bee all 
in private, but even in Ieſepb- preſence they muſt out with 
it, "ee have fined agaiuſt aur brother hc, —==—=thcreforeid 
the trewble come up . J Gen. 42. 2 1. So lobin his elder * 
yeares, nen he fell into theſe great calamities, though a | 

holy and good man, yet confeſſeth that he {marted for the 
indes of his youth. [Then wricef bitter things 2 .t 
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and makeſt mee to poſſeſſe tbe ſpanerof my youth. faith hee, I 5 
13. 26. Sinne may be ſoone committed, but tis tot fo ſoone 
forgotten : God remembers it, and Conſcience regiſters - 
it, and an hundred yeares after the fact done, man may 
heare ot t againe, to his woe and * 

By theſe three directions well obſerved, wee may ſpee! 
dily attaine the knowledge of our finne,for which, at any 
time, Gods puni hand lies upon us : that ſo knowing 
where the difeale lyeth,we may with ſpecdy ſucceſſe apply 
the medicine of Repentance and true Reformation. And ſo 
much efthis point, I gee forward. 

[ For this canſe many are weake,] For the abaſe of the Sacra= 


ment, in not diſcerning the LordsBody,God them 

in their one bodies with diieaſes and ence the 

doncluſion is, That . 

ck of ſpirituall good things,canſeth loſſe of bo- 
uy | 


This {sngrecable Forcaſon and equity, That where the 
x bu greater good is deſpiſed, there men bee puniſhed 
with deprivation of that good, which is leſſe in worth, bur 
mere in theirefteeme ; ro the end, that by the want of this, 
the) might learne to have abetter regard unto the other; 
| They that abuſe ſpirituall good things, will much more a- 
buſe corporall good things: wherefore God at once both 
prevents their ſinne in theſe, by king cham away, and 
alſo puniſheth their Gove mrhoſe, by ach a ation 
of theſe. Beſides it is the nature of finne, as it inſects the 
foule,ſo it hurts the body, and all externall good things, 
Ai abulc of the forbidden fruit, brought de ſtructiom 
upon his ſoule and death upon his body, and acurſe upon 
all che world, which God had given him as his parri- 
mony and inheritance: No lefle dangerous is the abuſe of 
the commanded fruit (that wee focall leſus Chriſt, the 

wy Tree of Life) in the Sacrament, They that cate it wor- 

4 thily feed rherby both ſoule and body they tt at profancly 

uſe it, bring deſtiuct: oo upon both. [Godlineſſe, f th the 


Apoſtle, hath the promiſes of this lite, and that which is 
M 2 to 
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to come; ] and therefore on the contrary, —— 
haththe threatnings of both. [_ My ſonne, let thi =_ 
keepe my comm andements, Jaith Salam, Prov. 3. 1. If he 
doe it, they ſhall bring him tncreaſe of daies, proſperity, 
favour in the ſight of God and man, health to his — 
and marrow unto his bones, with abandance unto his 
barnes and winepreſles,as it followes in the next verſes of 
that Chapter. Soon the other ſide, where God is diſobey- 
ed, his Word and Ordinances deſpiſed, there nothing 
thrives well, neither for body, nor name, nor goods, but ſin, 
like a blaſting winde, makes all to wither, and fade away 
like a leafe. This may leſſon us two things ; 

1. That if we would have our bodies and lives to be pre< 
cious in Gods account, we learn our ſelves to make preci- 
ous account of his ſervice and holy ordinances. If wee 
contemne the facred Bodyand Blond of Chrift, and make 
no recKoning ot is death, it ix but jaſt with God to give 
up our vile and ſinnefull bodies cb dee as gung for the 
earth, that ſicknefle ſhould conſume us, and the grave 
have dominion over us. 

No marvell it we be left in bodily weakneſſes, when we 
laboar not to feele the ſtrengthening power and comfort 
ot the Sacrament in our ſoules. If we diſhonour God in de- 
ſpiſiag his Word, and Sacraments and Miniſters, tis equall 
that hee ſhould poure contempt upon us, and give up our 

names for a reproach upon earth. I hey ouly can expect that 
God ſhould have a tender regard of their lives, and health, 
and credit and other good things they enjoy, who have 
themſelves a dutiſull reſpect of his glory, and doe with all 
thaakfulnefſe and good conſcience, receive and uſe the fa- 
vour and meanes of grace he beſtowes on them. 

2. This ſhewesthe canſe, why many times thoſe thut 
profeſſ: true Religion fare worſe than athers, in regard of 
ſo many troubles and aſflictions as betide them more than 
others, The reaſon is, becauſe as the ſpirituall good chings 
which God beſtowetb on his Church, are greater than a- 
ny other fayours which he impacts unto other men; — is 

their 
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for receiving the Sacrament, 


theit abuſe ol them mere highly diſpleaſing unto God 
than others coatempt af more inferiour favours, But of 
this I have ſpoken largely upon the 29. verſe, therefore I 
doe but name it now. To 0 

[ Many among you ers Gcke, c.) Aan: The ſinne of 
profaning the Sacrament, was nota particular private ſinng 
of ſome one or few among the Corin:hians ; but it was a 
pablike diſorder, and a common fault ofthe greateſt pare. 
Now accordingly, the puniſhment lights noc upon a few, 
here and there one; but upon Many: as there were man 
that had ſinned. But yet touching the community of 
jadgemeats upon the Corinthian Church, it is to be nated, 
that they were not ſuch iudgements as came indifferently 
y_ the City of Corinth. For then they might have ro- 
plyed, that theſe ſickneſſes and death came not u 
them for their profanation of the Sacrament, ſeeing they 


lighted as well he reſt of the Idol=rrous Cirizens, 
Wherefore as — — peculiar unto the Chriſtians 


that were in Corinth, ſoallo were theſe puniſhments, in 
ſome ſpeciall — manner, inflicted on them ; 
whereby it appeared, that God fingled them out in ſpeciall 
for their foule profanation of his moſt holy worſhip. The 
practicall conclufion hence is, That 

Common fins, have common puniſhments,] 

When the V cer is ſpread over the whole body, a Plai- 
ter it ill applied but nnto ono parts Where God comes to 
cute, hee hes hit med cine to the diſeaſe; and were hee 
comes to kill, his conſuming wrath ruancs ſo farre as doth 
the over-flowing of iniquity in that place, wherewith hee 
hath to deale-If her bee ropuniſh a whole world, after hee 
hath provided for the ſafety of his Church, all the reſt pe- 
riſhto the laſt man. If he be to deſtroy a Sodome, wherein 
there is not one righteons, they (hall die every mothers 
ſonne of them, This may teach us a twofold leflon : 

1. That if wee will eſcape from common plagues, wee 


learse to live free from common-ſinnes. Let us not par- 


take with others in their Gnnes, leſt wee alſo ſlate with 
M 3 them 
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them in their pun:ſhincnts.[Flce ont of the uud of Babel 
aud deliver every man bis ſoule be not deftrayed in her insgmiry, 
faith the Prophet leren, Chapt. 5 1-8. unto the lewes re- 
ſihing at Babylon in Chaldea, [Goont of ler my people, that 
zee be nog partakers of ber ſinnes, and that yee receive not of hey 
plag ues,] ſaith the voicetrom heavenuntothe godly, abi. 
ding in the myſticall Romiſh Babylon. Let us now fol- 
low this admonition, and withdraw our ſelves from a. 
mongſt all ungodly perſons in the world; not in place, for 
then we muſt goe out of the world: but in our love and 
practice of their wicked doing, that in not hing wee have 
fellow ſhip with the unfruittull workes of darkneſſe. How 
ſhall wee doe this, yee will ſay? The beſt way we can fol. 
low, is this, Leatne to mourne for common ſinnes, and 
ſo thou ſhalt bee ſure to live free from them. Put on that 
holy affection which was in David, [Let thine eyes runne 


with rive:o of warere_ hecauſe men forſake Gods Law. 
Make not thy ſelfe ſport with otner nc Awrazbut when 


thou lookeſt on them, let thine eye breake thy heart with 
godly ſorrow, tor the Irreligious contempt of Gods Word 
and Worſh ip, the pride, the exceſſe, the oppreſſion, the 
ſwearing, the drunkenneſſe, that fills every corner of the 
Land. It there bee any ſparke of true love to the Church 
and State wherein thou liveſt, if any pity of the ſoules of 
thy brethren,let it grieve thy ſoule to ſee men poſt madly 
antodeftruRion,and wecpe iu ſceret to ſec the meaſure of 
iniquity riſing up to the brimme, to the haſtening of de- 
ſtruction upon Church and State. Bee a mourner in Zion, 
and fo eſcape the puniſhment of the ſinners in Zion that 
when feare and confuſion takes hold en them, thou maiſt 
be marked out to ſafety and deliverance. Other meanes 
to provide for thy welfare in common calamities, there is 
none at all. As for ſuch as will continue to be as bad as the 
worſt, and yet hope,by finenefle of wit and policy, to ſpeed 
at well as the beſt, let tuch ſcornfull men, and mockers of 
Gods countell, reade with attention that excellent place, 
Esa. 2 8. 14. C ſeq, Where they may ſee ſuch their vaine 
confidence 
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confid.nce pulled downe tothe duit. in iche example'of c 
thers that have likewiſe truſted to it, and bin conſoundec 
r 2. Wee learne hence what to judge, ofany Chriſtian 
Church, when once corruptions grow. common and over- 
ſpreading all. If God begin once to nei hand to 
ſuch a Church, will it be thinke y ou, ſome light and 
| eaſie aiſlictiou ? Nay, Flagellum mundaxs, un over-flowing 
ſcourge is then to be expected ſcourge that ſnall go tho- 
rough every quarter ot the Church, to whip out from 
thence thoſe that have polluted and defiled it by their abo- 
mination in every place, Theſe Corinthians were but a 
poor handfull of people, newlydrawn out of Gentiliſme, in 
one vo very great City, yet ſee how ſhaiply the Lord deals 
with them for this one abuſe of the Sacrament. Many of 
thole, that in all were but a few, are ſeverely puniſhed for 
ir, What then, and how ſore wil be the judgements of ſuch 


Ch hich iſhed i- 1-50 OC txtent, 
Churches, — Fs ugh and liberty of the Go- 


»| 4 ſpell ſo long. wherein yet the fruits of Obedience, worthy 

of ſe unſpeakable mer cic s. a. e not to be found ? Indgement | 

is already begun at the houle of God, and wee cannot but 

with biceding hearts bewaile the wofull delolations come 

| upon ſome, and the utter ruine threatned anto all forraine „ 

| y. ws Oh my beloved brethren, let us pray dayly and 4» 

| fervently,thatrhe Lord would now lay rokis deftroy - 

— — It is ſufficient, Hold wow chy hand. That he would 
c 


warres toceaſe unto the ends of the earth, that hee 
would give peace to them his people, who want it, that he 
will continue peace tous his people,thar y et enjoy ir. That 
the cup of his furious indignacion, wherof ſo many nati- 
ons of the earth have beene made rodrinke, may nor paſſe 
over unto us; but the dregges thereof. if any remaine, may 
; rather bee powred oat upon the nations that x now him 
* vot, nor call upon his Name : but amongſt us for ever may 
his Goſpell flour iſh, upon us bee bis pesce and protection 
unto the worlds end, Amen, O Lord, ſer thy Son Chrifts 
ale. Icome to the laſt words. 
[Many 
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[Mary weak, & fick, & many fep. Here is 3 
in the three degrees of it: i. Weakneſſes, vic the ſu ſt lan- 
gui ſhing of the body and inclination untodiſeaſesi a. Sick- 
nefles,the next degree, when diſeaſes had fully ſeuzed on 
the body; · Death, the laſt degree and complement of beth 
the former. Now of the two firſt degrees, which were the 
leſſer evills, the Apoſtie ſaith, that ma? Alain, Many were 
al flicted with them : but of the third, the greater evill, 
namely,Deatb,be alters the word, and ſaith, , n, 
Satis multi, not a few were dead, though not fo many as 
weake and ſicke. From this diverſity in theſe puniſhments 
obferve we in the laſt place, That ee 

[God in pun ing man for fin, orders his puniſhments 
differently, according to the quality of the cffeuce, and par- 
ty —_— 1 

ome ſinnes are of d eeper d aire 
Ore Wathing ou 2 Omen __ 
mors led inthe body ,which require ftronger potions to 
purge them out; others be, as ſome infirmities, newly fallen 
upon the body, which are curcd by medicines of weaker 
ingredients. 4 


As when men have made a bargaine, men will haue ear< 


neſt,or ſoroconfirme it; ſo is the Sacrament to confirme 
the Covenant. 2 57 | * 
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